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ABOUT THIS TRAINING
• This  t ra in ing course  was deve lope d by  UNEP-WCM C through the  Proteus Partnershi p .  I t  draws on mater ia l  deve lope d 

under  the  Proteus Partnersh i p ,  and wi th  re ference  to  mater ia l  co-dev e l ope d by  UNEP-W CM C and other  organisat i ons 

spec i f i ca l ly  for  the  energy  sector .

• This  t ra in ing course  has been created for  ENGIE and may inc lude  mater ia l  prov ided by  ENGIE inc lud i ng informat i on 

on pol ic ie s  and processe s ,  and case  studies  f rom current  and past  operat i ons .  The  inc lus i on of  th is  mater ia l  does 

not  imply  endorsem e nt  by  the  Uni te d Nat ions Env i ronme nt  Programme,  UNEP-WCM C,  or  the  author s .

• The des ignat i ons employe d and the  present at i on of  the  mater ia l  in  th is  t ra in ing course  do not  imply  the  express i on 

of  any  opin ion whatsoe v er  on the  par t  of  the  Secret ar i a t  of  the  Uni ted Nat ions concern i ng the  legal  s tatus  of  any  

country ,  te r r i tory  or  c i ty  or  area or  i ts  author i t i es ,  or  concern i ng the  de l imi ta t i on of  i ts  f ront ie rs  or  boundar i e s .  For  

genera l  gu idance  on matters  re lat ing to  the  use  of  maps in  publ icat i ons p lease  go to  

un.org/De pt s/Car t ogr aphi c/e ngl i sh/htm ai n . h tml .

• The v iews expresse d in  th is  t ra in ing course  are  those  of  the  author s  and do not  necessar i l y  re f lect  the  v iews of  the  

Uni ted Nat ions Env i ronm e nt  Programme.  We regret  any  er rors  or  omiss ions that  may have  been unwi t t ing l y  made.



TRAINING OBJECTIVES

• Participants wi l l :

• Have a better understanding of how IBAT 

can be used as part of the biodiversity 

screening process at site level and portfolio 

level

• Be aware of other Proteus platforms and 

tools that can support their work



WHAT IS IBAT?
• Stands for Integrated Biodiversity Assessment Tool

• A web-based map & reporting tool that provides fast,  easy & 

integrated access to crit ical biodiversity information

• An all iance between:

• The source of the most globally authoritative biodiversity data:

• The World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA)

• The World Database of Key Biodiversity Areas (WD-KBA)

• The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species

• Species Threat Abatement and Restoration metric (STAR)

• Used by over 28,000 users from 275 organisations in 15 sectors



IBAT DATASETS

The World Database on Protected Areas (Updated monthly)

The World Database of Key Biodiversity Areas (Updated around 3 t imes a year)

The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (Updated around 3 t imes a year)

* IBAT is a mature platform and the only place where each of these datasets is available for commercial users

16,510
Key Biodiversity 

Areas

166,061
IUCN Red List 

species

305,132
Protected 

Areas



• Protected areas can be designated at national levels or under international or regional 

conventions and agreements

• Key Biodiversity Areas are scientif ically recognised for their biodiversity importance

AREAS IMPORTANT FOR BIODIVERSITY

National 
protected areas

Designated under national processes 
or law

Different naming schemes exist in 
every country

IUCN management categories often 
used to describe the management 

approach 

Regional 
protected areas

Based on regional conventions agreed 
by governments

e.g. Natura 2000 in Europe

e.g. Regional Seas conventions 
(OSPAR, HELCOM, Barcelona, etc)

International 
protected areas

Based on international 
conventions/agreements between 

many governments

e.g. World Heritage

e.g. Ramsar Wetlands of International 
Importance

e.g. UNESCO Man and the Biosphere

Key Biodiversity 
Areas

Based on scientifically agreed criteria

Includes Alliance for Zero Extinction 
(AZE) sites

Includes Important Bird and 
Biodiversity Areas (IBAs)



REPORTS FOR EARLY-STAGE PROJECT SCREENING
• Proximity Report identif ies important biodiversity features near project sites

• Freshwater Report is l ike proximity report but looks at only freshwater species within 

upstream and downstream watersheds

• PS6 & ESS6 Report for early screening against IFC and World Bank performance standards

• STAR Report provides further information on significance of threats facing species

• All  these reports are primari ly useful for project developers at country/site level



IBAT: EXAMPLE PROXIMITY REPORT
• This example report is made using an onshore wind project site located in southern Italy

• Proximity Report: Report in PDF and l ists tr iggered Key Biodiversity Areas, protected 

areas & species in CSV plus maps for Key Biodiversity Areas & protected areas



IBAT: EXAMPLE PROXIMITY REPORT
• Proximity analysis to identify species,  protected areas and Key Biodiversity Areas located 

within user-defined buffers (10, 25 & 50 km) of the wind site

• Provides an early indication of potential  biodiversity concerns and can provide valuable 
early information for making decisions



IBAT: PROXIMITY REPORT
Protected Areas:

• Site profi le:  Indicates 55  within 50 km

• Report:  Indicates 1  within 10 km, 45  between 

10 & 50 km, and 9  between 25 & 50 km

• Use: Help focus attention on protected sites 

by:

• Init ial  identif ication of any of these sites 
tr iggered using global data – WDPA

• Basis for further site level investigation 
and due di l igence such as national and/or 
local conservation priorit ies



IBAT: PROXIMITY REPORT
Key Biodiversity Areas:

• Site profi le:  Indicates 5  within 50 km

• Report:  Indicates 3  within 25 km and 2  

between 25 & 50 km

• Use: Help focus attention on scientif ical ly 

recognised areas of importance by:

• Init ial  identif ication of any of these areas 
tr iggered using global data – WD-KBA

• Basis for further site level investigation 
and due di l igence such as national and/or 
local conservation priorit ies



IBAT: PROXIMITY REPORT
Threatened Species:

• Site profi le:  1172 Red List species within 50 

km

• Report:  132  Threatened species (CR, EN 

and VU) within 50 km

• Use: Identif ies key species of concern



IBAT: FRESHWATER REPORT
• Identif ies freshwater species located within user-defined buffers (e.g. 50,  100 & 150 km)

• Provides an early indication of potential  species in upstream and downstream watersheds

• Contains information on threatened species plus their migratory status and threat status 

(CR, EN or VU)



IBAT: PS6 & ESS6 REPORT
• Identif ies biodiversity features that al ign with criteria for Crit ical Habitat based on 

International Finance Corporation and World Bank performance standards 

• Provides an init ial  screening for Crit ical Habitat tr iggers within 50 km of a site

• Contains information on CR & EN species,  restricted range species,  protected areas and 

Key Biodiversity Areas



• STAR stands for Species Threat Abatement and 

Restoration

• STAR data in IBAT is based on the IUCN Red List of 

Threatened Species

• STAR highlights important threats facing species 

around a site

• It  can inform actions to reduce threats and restore 

habitats

DEEPER INFORMATION ABOUT 
SPECIES THROUGH THE STAR 
METRIC



REPORTS FOR PORTFOLIO-LEVEL SCREENING

• Disclosure Preparation and Multi-site Reports for analysing the biodiversity-related 

features of multiple locations, for example to support corporate disclosure (e.g. TNFD, 

GRI)

• These reports are primari ly useful for the Research and Development team at global 

level in the ENGIE head office



Demo



Other Proteus platforms and tools



Reference for key terms or acronyms 

relating to biodiversity

Website for accessing Proteus resources 

and knowledge products

Portal for accessing resources ( including 

data) generated by UNEP-WCMC

Platform for accessing marine and coastal 

information,  knowledge and data

Tool for interrogating key 

biodiversity spatial  datasets

WEBSITES, PORTALS & PLATFORMS

https://biodiversitya-z.org/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/
https://resources.unep-wcmc.org/
https://habitats.oceanplus.org/
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/


OCEAN+ HABITATS - WHAT
• Developing national ,  regional and global inventories of ocean habitat occurrence, with 

statistics on coverage and progress toward targets

Warm-water corals

Cold-water corals

Seagrasses

Saltmarshes

Mangroves



OCEAN+ HABITATS - EXAMPLE SITE
• Some coverage of saltmarshes  

and seagrasses  within 20 km– 

further site investigation needed, 

l ikely to be present

• No coverage of mangroves ,  cold-

water corals  and warm-water 

corals within 20 km – unlikely to 

be present

Offshore 
wind site



Questions
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