


Data Forum: Making data available



WE WILL COVER

• How Proteus is working to make data 

available

• An update on delivery of UNEP-WCMC’s 

open data commitment

• Partner data sharing case studies

• Equinor, Eni and Engie

• Peer-sharing discussion for others to share 

their approaches and progress



1. Maintaining and improving authoritative global biodiversity 

datasets

HOW PROTEUS SUPPORTS DATA AVAILABILITY

e.g. the World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA)



2. Investing in new datasets that meet the needs of companies

HOW PROTEUS SUPPORTS DATA AVAILABILITY

e.g. the global Critical Habitat screening layer



3. Synthesising dispersed data into consistent user -focussed global 

layers

HOW PROTEUS SUPPORTS DATA AVAILABILITY

e.g. the Global Distribution of Seagrasses



4. Working with other data developers to reach users in companies

HOW PROTEUS SUPPORTS DATA AVAILABILITY

e.g. Important Marine Mammal Areas (IMMAs)



5. Building data infrastructure to support accessibil ity and 

interpretation

HOW PROTEUS SUPPORTS DATA AVAILABILITY

e.g. The Integrated Biodiversity Assessment Tool (IBAT)

295,521
Protected 

Areas

157,190
IUCN Red List 

species

16,333
Key Biodiversity Areas



6. Supporting companies to share their own data (for example from 

site-based environmental surveys and monitoring)

HOW PROTEUS SUPPORTS DATA AVAILABILITY

e.g. to platforms like the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF)



UNEP-WCMC OPEN DATA COMMITMENT

Data will be restricted on an exception only basis

We are committed to making the data we maintain and 
manage freely available under an open data license



WHAT WE MEAN BY OPEN DATA

We anticipate adopting the CC BY-SA data 

license by default

CC BY-SA allows use of data by all companies 

provided that:

• The data source is appropriately acknowledged

• Derived products are shared under the same 

license

We aim to apply CC BY-SA to existing and new 

datasets managed and created by UNEP-WCMC

CC BY-SA allows all companies 
to use datasets to inform their 
decisions, including for:
• Screening for potential 

biodiversity-related risks
• Supporting impact 

assessment processes
• Analysing biodiversity-

related issues to inform 
reporting and disclosure

• etc



OTHER KEY UNEP-WCMC OPEN DATA PRINCIPLES

• Respecting the rights and wishes of data contributors

• Prioritising using open data sources when producing derivative outputs

• Non-regression –  once a dataset has been made open, adopting all means 

practical to avoid it being restricted in the future

• Working with partners to encourage wider adoption of open data principles

• Raising funding, including through added value products and services, to 

support keeping data open



PROTEUS DATA AVAILABILITY

Key business-relevant spatial  datasets that have 

been supported by UNEP-WCMC and Proteus 

include:

• 48% that already al ign with our open data 

principles and/or are available to companies 

through IBAT (more datasets may be added to 

IBAT in the future)

• 18% that are not currently open but 

progressing towards being more accessible

• 33% with access under control by a third party ,  

with some wil l ingness to make available to 

businesses



CATEGORISING KEY PROTEUS PARTNER 
DATASETS

Details for more datasets are available in the Proteus Annual Meeting pre -read.

Dataset Access category License

World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA) IBAT datasets IBAT (otherwise UNEP-WCMC WDPA Data License)

World Database of Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) IBAT datasets IBAT (otherwise specific terms of use)

Global Critical Habitat Screening layer Already open (for company internal use) CC BY-NC 4.0

Global Natural and Modified Habitat screening layer Already open CC BY 4.0

IUCN Red List of Threatened Species spatial data IBAT datasets IBAT (otherwise specific terms of use)

Estimated STAR global layer IBAT datasets IBAT (otherwise specific terms of use)

Several Ocean+ marine/coastal habitat datasets Progressing towards open UNEP-WCMC General Data License

Important Marine Mammal Areas Third party control Specific terms of use

Critical Natural Assets (nature’s contributions to people) Third party control CC BY 4.0

Global screening layer for restoration opportunities Under development, will be open Will be CC BY-SA 4.0

Ecosystem Integrity Index Under development, will be open Will be CC BY-SA 4.0



Thank you 



Equinor
Continuing data sharing
Proteus annual meeting, July 2024
Magnus Eriksen
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Sharing environmental monitoring and biodiversity data

• Sustainability data hub - Sustainability Data Hub - equinor.com 

• Impact assessments - Impact assessments – Equinor

• Some research reports are published under Impact assessments for Hywind Tampen – Equinor

• Equinor Open Data

• Published some datasets on GBIF

• Currently working to establish an internal SSU data lake

• With options to also share data externally

• Equinor is a member of Ocean Decade Corporate Data Group

• The goal of the CDG is to establish strategies and best practices for private sector organisations to provide 
public access to their privately-owned ocean data.

https://sustainability.equinor.com/#climate
https://www.equinor.com/sustainability/impact-assessments
https://www.equinor.com/sustainability/impact-assessments-hywind-tampen
https://data.equinor.com/
https://www.gbif.org/dataset/a494949a-1df7-4983-b422-451ff5905052


Internal 20 June 2024

• Equinor became a GBIF publisher in 
March 2023.

• GBIF Norway has provided excellent 
support through the entire process, 
and their response to us joining has 
been overwhelmingly positive.

• Two datasets published so far:

• Cold-water corals on the 
Norwegian continental shelf

• Marine mammal baseline from 
the Barents Sea

Equinor GBIF 
experiences

18  |  Equinor GBIF experiences



Internal 20 June 2024

The data format used by 
GBIF has been adopted as a 
template for Equinor’s own 
environmental data

• Sampling events

eventID parentEventID eventDate samplingProtocol sampleSizeValue sampleSizeUnit locationID decimalLatitude decimalLongitudegeodeticDatumcountryCode

EQ02053_PAMEast EQ02053 2018-10-05/2019-05-26 Passive acoustic monitoring (PAM) 1 month PAMEast 72,46501 20,34738 WGS84 NO

EQ02053_PAMNorth EQ02053 2018-10-05/2019-06-19 Passive acoustic monitoring (PAM) 1 month PAMNorth 72,57413 20,34345 WGS84 NO

• Associated occurrences

eventID occurrenceID basisOfRecord eventDate kingdom scientificName taxonRank organismQuantity organismQuantityType occurrenceStatus

EQ02053_PAMEast EQ02053_PAMEast_FW_1 Acoustic detection 2018-10 Animalia Balaenoptera physalus species 63 % days with acoustic detections present

EQ02053_PAMEast EQ02053_PAMEast_FW_2 Acoustic detection 2018-11 Animalia Balaenoptera physalus species 50 % days with acoustic detections present

EQ02053_PAMEast EQ02053_PAMEast_FW_3 Acoustic detection 2018-12 Animalia Balaenoptera physalus species 55 % days with acoustic detections present

EQ02053_PAMEast EQ02053_PAMEast_FW_4 Acoustic detection 2019-01 Animalia Balaenoptera physalus species 52 % days with acoustic detections present

EQ02053_PAMEast EQ02053_PAMEast_FW_5 Acoustic detection 2019-02 Animalia Balaenoptera physalus species 50 % days with acoustic detections present

EQ02053_PAMEast EQ02053_PAMEast_FW_6 Acoustic detection 2019-03 Animalia Balaenoptera physalus species 35 % days with acoustic detections present

EQ02053_PAMEast EQ02053_PAMEast_FW_7 Acoustic detection 2019-04 Animalia Balaenoptera physalus species 47 % days with acoustic detections present

EQ02053_PAMEast EQ02053_PAMEast_FW_8 Acoustic detection 2019-05 Animalia Balaenoptera physalus species 65 % days with acoustic detections present



Internal 20 June 2024

Two major benefits
of using GBIF

1. Your environmental data 
will reach a MUCH 
greater audience.

2. You can track the number 
of times your data have 
been used by others.



Open

Ocean Decade Corporate Data Group - link

• Unlocking privately-held ocean data for the benefit of science 

• The goal of the CDG is to establish strategies and best practices for 
private sector organisations to provide public access to their 
privately-owned ocean data.

• Started to work on

o Metocean

o Biodiversity – many concrete examples

o Bathymetry – most mature, resolution can be a security aspect

• Addressing data sharing barriers

o Legal/contractual: data ownership not always clear, often split 
between multiple organisations 

o Technical: knowledge of where and how to share data, not 
always easily accessible 

o Cultural/policy: lack of incentives, regulations or frameworks to 
share data

21  |  

The data we need for the ocean we want

Authorities
• Clarify mechanisms to authorize sharing of data
• Connect existing national data repositories and ensure 

visibility, accessibility and usage

Industry & NGOs
• Create an inventory of ocean datasets collected, stored
• Determine which datasets to release, publish (meta)data 

and promote
• Introduce contractual clauses for data sharing for new 

acquisitions

Science & Academia
• Define and share priority data needs
• Establish data management and sharing plans
• Publish and share (meta)data in a timely manner

Knowledge – Trust - Transparency

https://oceandecade.org/ocean-decade-corporate-data-group/


Making Data Available
Sharing insights, experiences and lessons learned on how 
Proteus and Partner companies can contribute to making 
high-quality biodiversity data more accessible

July 3 2024



• Sharing insights, experiences and 
lessons learned on how Proteus and 
Partner companies can contribute to 
making high-quality biodiversity 
data more accessible

Objectives: 



• Risk screening

• Compliance / Permitting

• Impact assessment 

• Mitigation planning 

• Monitoring performance 
(outcomes)

• Reporting and disclosure

• Evaluating effectiveness (of 
mitigation measures) 

• R&D

What do we use data for

24



• Public disclosure

• Regulatory disclosure 

• Corporate disclosure

• Lender disclosure

• Disclosure within Partnerships

• Ad hoc disclosure

How does Eni Share data? 
Some examples of when, how, and with 
whom.

25



Corporate disclosure:

26

https://www.eni.com/static/it-IT/infografiche/biodiversita/en/application-at-operational-sites/

https://www.eni.com/static/it-IT/infografiche/biodiversita/en/application-at-operational-sites/


Lender disclosure
Management plans and IESC monitoring reports subject to 
disclosure requirements 

27



Disclosure within BAP updates:

28
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Disclosure in Partnerships

29



Ad hoc disclosure: Case studies
Included as a best-practise case study in IPIECA BAP Guidance

30



Data Sharing with GBIF



• Why GBIF?
• Recommended by Proteus.
• Dedicated platform for biodiversity data.
• Easily usable and flexible format for data 

presentation
• Aligned with app-based data collection tools
• Supports screening against potential disclosure 

risks
• Administratively straight-forward
• Provide hosting facilities and technical support
• Eni uses GBIF data so its appealing to be able to 

“give back” to the platform as well.  

The Eni Ghana OTCP is taking steps to 
publish its monitoring data on GBIF. 

32



• Qualifies as an additional conservation 
action

• Imposes good practises in data 
management

• Allows other researchers to use the 
data and provide attribution to the 
company

• Reduces the potential administrative 
burden of data management 

• Can provide motivation and incentive 
to survey staff (knowing data will be 
shared)

Expected benefits to the company 

33



• Subsidiaries have concerns about 
data sharing: 

• Legality, permission from authorities 
(both local and national)

• Lack of obvious benefits – questioned 
why?

• Potential for data misuse:
• Loss of control over who and how data 

is used.
• Questioned whether stakeholders need 

to be informed?
• Financial cost and potential 
• Loss of commercial value? 

• Converting existing data has been 
time consuming

Insights

34



Questions

35



SECRETRESTRICTED INTERNAL

GBIF 

V.Quilichini



ENGIE’s Nature Commitments

37

2010

First Group's

biodiversity

guidelines

2012

2016

2018

2019

2021

2023

2024-2025

First commitment in 

the National Strategy 

for Biodiversity

Signatory of the 

Cancun Business and 

Biodiversity Pledge 

First commitments 

in act4nature

Commitment 

concerning 

UNESCO heritage 

sites (natural and 

mixed)

Renew of the  

commitments in 

act4nature international 

& the French initative 

“Companies Engaged 

in Nature”

Renew of the 

act4nature 

international 

commitments

2007

Commitment in

the CEO Water

Mandate

initiative

Signatory of the 

UN Sustainable 

Ocean Principles

First 

commitments 

in circular 

economy

2017

New 

commitments 

in circular 

economy

2022

Public Commitments in 

“It’s Now for Nature”



ENGIE’s Act4nature Commitments 

38

Act4nature-2023-ENGIE

ENGIE Nature Notebook 2024

https://engie-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mt1007_engie_com/Documents/Documents/2024/Cambridge/GBIF ENGIE.pptx
https://www.act4nature.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/ENGIE-VA.pdf
https://www.engie.com/sites/default/files/assets/documents/2024-05/Engie RI_Version EN_2105.pdf
https://www.engie.com/sites/default/files/assets/documents/2024-05/Engie RI_Version EN_2105.pdf
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