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PARTNERSHIP UPDATES
• Proteus 2026-2030 Strategy:  UNEP-WCMC is f inal is ing the strategy for  the next  strategic phase of  the 

Proteus Partnership .  We are gratefu l  for  extensive input and feedback received from Proteus partners 

and selected other  businesses.  The f inal  strategy summary document  wi l l  be shared in  the coming 

weeks.

• UNEP-WCMC Impact Report  2023-2024:  Our  latest  impact  report  showcases how UNEP-WCMC has 

brought about  nature act ion by provid ing wor ld- leading data and tools ,  and offer ing v ita l  guidance and 

support  through our work with  governments,  businesses,  the sc ient if ic  community ,  Ind igenous Peoples,  

local  communit ies ,  and c iv i l  society .  

• Direct  support  to  Proteus partners :  UNEP-WCMC has del ivered s ix  tra in ing sessions,  over  85 hours of  

technical  assistance,  and successful ly resolved 23 data quer ies for  Proteus partners  in Q2 2025.  Please 

get  in  touch if  you would l ike to  d iscuss tra in ing and technical  assistance.  Some examples of  how 

Proteus partners  have previously  used their  t ra in ing and technical  assistance al lowances are provided 

here.

https://www.unep-wcmc.org/en/news/unep-wcmc-2023-2024-impact-report
https://www.proteuspartners.org/content/uploads/2020/03/V2.pdf
https://www.proteuspartners.org/content/uploads/2020/03/Proteus-Technical-Assistance-offering.pdf
https://www.proteuspartners.org/content/uploads/2020/03/03-Examples-of-Proteus-technical-support-to-Partners-2024.pdf


NEW RESOURCES
• Proteus Hor izon Scan webinar  on Sca l ing  Nature  Act ion :  In  th is  session dur ing the Proteus Annual  Meet ing 

(March 2025) ,  three Proteus partners  provided case studies i l lustrat ing how nature  act ion is  being scaled 

across the i r  businesses ,  f rom s i te - level  considerat ions to  dec is ions at  the  corporate  leve l .

• Proteus Hor izon Scan on AI  in  conservat ion :  UNEP-WCMC provided an overview of  exist ing and upcoming 

opportunit ies  to  use AI  w i thin  conservat ion,  p lus three case studies of  AI  support  to  UNEP-WCMC’s work .

• Proteus Hor izon Scan on Landscape  Leve l  Approaches in  Act ion :  This  session saw presentat ions from Proforest  

and Teck,  then ref lect ions  as a  group on the benef i ts ,  opportuni t ies  and chal lenges  businesses  face in  

engaging wi th Landscape Level  Approaches.

• Proteus Data  Forum on  B iod ivers i ty  Commitments Across  Sectors :  This  session saw presentat ions f rom Metsä 

Group,  Shel l  and Newmont on biodivers i ty  targets ,  then ref lect ions as a group on lessons learned,  chal lenges 

and opportuni t ies  associated wi th making ambit ious corporate  nature  commitments.

• Al ign pro ject  outputs :  Inc luding recommendat ions for  corporate  biodivers i ty  measurement  and valuat ion,  

implementat ion guidance,  technical  deep-d ives ,  d iscussion papers ,  and t ra in ing mater ia ls .

• Summary Report  on the Proteus  Annua l  Meet ing :  A  succinct  summary from the Proteus Annual  Meet ing 2025 

( two-day Nature  Act ion Dia logues and thi rd partners  only c losed day) ,  wi th recordings of  presentat ions and 

other  mater ia ls ava i lable  on the Proteus website .

https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/proteus-horizon-scan-webinar-scaling-nature-action-proteus-annual-meeting-session/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/proteus-horizon-scan-webinar-ai-in-conservation/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/proteus-horizon-scan-on-landscape-level-approaches-in-action/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/proteus-data-forum-on-biodiversity-commitments-across-sectors/
https://capitalscoalition.org/projects/align-outputs/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/content/uploads/2020/07/Proteus-Annual-Meeting-2025-Meeting-Summary-Report-2.pdf
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/proteus-annual-meeting-2020/


DATA UPDATES
• World Database on Protected Areas  (WDPA):  34  countr ies  were  updated in  the second quarter  of  2025 

inc luding 11 Proteus Pr ior i ty  Countr ies  (Bulgar ia ,  Colombia ,  Egypt ,  F in land,  Germany,  Greece,  I ta ly ,  Peru,  

Nether lands ,  Spain ,  and Sweden) .  These updates inc luded 30 ,900 records with updated and ver i f ied data ,  240 

records added to  the WDPA,  and 179 records removed f rom the WDPA.

• World Database on Other  Effect ive Area-Based Conservat ion Measures (WD-OECM):  The Northwest  At lantic  

F isher ies Organizat ion (NAFO)  contr ibuted 18  new Area Beyond Nat ional  Jur isdict ion (ABNJ)  s i tes  in  May;  the 

North-East  At lant ic  Fisher ies Commission (NEAFC)  part ia l ly  updated a l l  thei r  exist ing 20 ABNJ s i tes in  June ,  

and one OECM was a lso added for  Peru  in  June.

• WDPA and WD-OECM merge:  From 1 st August  2025 the WDPA and WD-OECM wil l  be  merged into one database.  

This  is  to  streaml ine  data  management  processes  and s impl i fy  how external  users  access the two datasets ,  

a l lowing users  to  ident i fy  a l l  protected and conserved areas  with one dataset .  For  more detai ls  on these 

changes,  p lease refer  to  th is  document.

• IBAT:  The IUCN Red L ist  spat ia l  data was updated in  Apr i l  2025 to inc lude the f i rst  1 ,000 of  the wor ld ’s  

155 ,000 known fungal  species  threatened by  deforestat ion,  agr icul tural  expansion and urban development .  The 

Wor ld Database on Key Biodivers i ty  Areas was updated in  May 2025 to inc lude 113 new Important  Bi rd and 

Biodivers i ty  Areas  in  I ta ly .

https://www.proteuspartners.org/content/uploads/2023/11/WDPA-and-WD-OECM-changes-2.pdf


NEW PUBLICATIONS
• UNEP-WCMC (2025) .  2023-2024 Impact  Report .  UNEP World Conservat ion Moni tor ing Centre .  Cambridge UK.

• UNEP-WCMC (2025) .  Mobi l iz ing Finance for  Biodivers i ty :  The Pr ivate  Finance Sector  and the Implementat ion of  

Nat ional  B iodivers i ty  St rategies and Act ion Plans (NBSAPs) .

• UNEP-WCMC (2025) .  NBSAPs and Pr ivate  F inance Out look :  Democrat ic  Republ ic  of  the  Congo and Indonesia.

• UNEP-WCMC,  WBCSD,  Capita ls  Coal i t ion (2025) .  Bui ld ing narrat ives through nature  data:  Handbook for  

apply ing spat ia l  datasets  and metr ics  to  assess locat ions and ta i lor  nature  s t rategies.

• Reynolds et  a l .  (2025) .  The potent ia l  for  AI  to  revolut ionize  conservat ion:  a  hor izon scan.

• Butt  (2025) .  Data-dr iven sustainable  f inance for  infrastructure  development :  the  need for  sustainable 

infrastructure .

• UNEP-WCMC and ICPC (2025) .  Submarine cables and mar ine b iodivers ity .

• Ockendon et  a l .  (2025) .  Overcoming barr iers  and leveraging opportuni t ies  to scale  up landscape-scale 

restorat ion in  Europe.

• Ascenzi  et  a l .  (2025) .  Restorat ion Pro ject  Developers ’  P laybook on Pr ivate F inance (Europe) .  

• REXUS Consort ium (2025) .  NbS in the WEFE Nexus:  A framework for  integrat ing Nature-based Solut ions into 

s t rategies to  address interconnected Water ,  Energy ,  Food and Ecosystem chal lenges.

https://resources.unep-wcmc.org/products/WCMC_RT736
https://resources.unep-wcmc.org/products/WCMC_RT695
https://doi.org/10.34892/FGK7-Z211
https://resources.unep-wcmc.org/products/WCMC_RT706
https://a-track.info/sites/default/files/2025-07/A-Track_D4.2_BuildingNarrativesNatureData-Report-A4-56pp_LoResScreen.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0169534724002866
https://www.iema.net/media/0qimdw5c/iema_sustainable_finance_insight_journal-vol4.pdf
https://doi.org/10.34892/V9NB-TR83
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/rec.70075
https://doi.org/10.34892/rma6-d142
https://www.gwp.org/globalassets/global/gwp-med-files/rexus/rexus-nbs-selection-framework.pdf


UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
Proteus Partner Events

• Q3 2025 – Technical  Br ief  on strategic  spat ia l  

pr ior it isat ion in  mar ine offshore wind projects

• Q3 2025 – Hor izon Scan on business contr ibut ions 

to  protected and conserved area coverage

• Q4 2025 – Data Forum on State of  Nature metr ics

• Q4 2025 – Data Forum on new developments in  

IBAT

• Q4 2025 – Data Forum on Restorat ion 

Opportunit ies

External  Events

• 9-15 October 2025 – IUCN Wor ld Conservat ion 

Congress 2025 in  Abu Dhabi

• 23-24 October  2025 – European Business and 

Nature Summit  (EBNS) in  Hels inki

• 10-21 November  2025 – 30 th meet ing of  the 

Conference of  the Part ies  (COP 30)  to  UN 

Framework Convent ion on Cl imate Change in  Belém

• 8-12 December 2025 – 7 th session of  the United 

Nat ions Environment Assembly (UNEA-7)  in  Nairobi



Join and stay connected with 

us on the Proteus Partnership

We are now on

https://www.linkedin.com/company/77724549/admin/dashboard/
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