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1.1 Highlights

•	 The meeting was held remotely from 18th – 24th 

November, with all 14 Proteus Partner companies 
represented.

•	 24 speakers led 10 hours of discussion, including: 
Business Transformation and the Energy Transition; 
Nature Policy; Tools and Methodologies; Nature-
based Solutions Multiple Benefits.

•	 A workshop on ‘Communicating the Business Case 
for Nature’ was held, as well as an interactive Data 
Forum on ‘Restoration Data Priorities Across Marine 
and Terrestrial Realms’.

•	 Thank you to everyone who participated!

Proteus Annual Meeting

Point of Contact 
Aime Rankin
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Bringing Partners together to discuss the 
latest thinking on biodiversity and nature.

Access Proteus Annual Meeting slides and recordings

Access Proteus Annual Meeting Report

mailto:aime.rankin%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:aime.rankin%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/proteus-annual-meeting-2020/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/proteus-annual-meeting-2020/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/content/uploads/2021/11/CBD_COP15_part_1_Key_messages_for_Proteus_Partners_Final.pdf
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/proteus-annual-meeting-2020/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/content/uploads/2021/11/CBD_COP15_part_1_Key_messages_for_Proteus_Partners_Final.pdf
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/proteus-annual-meeting-2020/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/content//uploads/2020/07/Proteus-Annual-Meeting-2021-Report-2.pdf


1.2 Highlights

During Q4 2021 Proteus Partners benefited from:

•	 2 Horizon Scanning webinars on Biodiversity Beyond National 
Jurisdiction and the current state of corporate biodiversity 
measurement, disclosure and target setting.

•	 2 Data Forum sessions on company biodiversity screening tools 
and restoration data priorities across marine and terrestrial 
realms.

•	 2 Technical Briefs on the area of influence for direct impacts of 
site-based operations and the global energy transition.

•	 3 Trainings with a total of 65 attendees.

•	 70 hours of Technical Assistance.

•	 17 resolved data queries.

•	 65 countries and territories updated in the WDPA, including 3 
Proteus priority countries.

Ongoing support to Partner companies

Point of Contact 
Alex Ross
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https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/horizon-scan-biodiversity-beyond-national-jurisdiction/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/horizon-scan-biodiversity-beyond-national-jurisdiction/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/horizon-scan-webinar-the-current-state-of-biodiversity-measurement-disclosure-and-target-setting/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/horizon-scan-webinar-the-current-state-of-biodiversity-measurement-disclosure-and-target-setting/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/data-forum-company-biodiversity-screening-tools/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/data-forum-restoration-data-priorities-across-marine-and-terrestrial-realms/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/data-forum-restoration-data-priorities-across-marine-and-terrestrial-realms/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/technical-brief-the-area-of-influence-of-site-based-operations-direct-impacts/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/technical-brief-the-area-of-influence-of-site-based-operations-direct-impacts/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/technical-brief-the-global-energy-transition/
mailto:Alex.Ross@unep-wcmc.org
mailto:alex.ross%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:alex.Ross@unep-wcmc.org


1.3 Highlights

The first part of the 15th Conference of the Parties 
to the Convention on Biological Diversity took place 
from 11th-15th October 2021.

•	 This part of the COP was largely administrative and 
ceremonial; however, the Kunming Declaration was 
adopted, giving a sense of political direction for the 
negotiations ahead for the development of the post-
2020 global biodiversity framework. Key issues will 
start being negotiated during the upcoming meetings 
of the subsidiary bodies and working group in March 
2022 in Geneva. The second part of COP15, where the 
post-2020 framework will be adopted, will take place in 
Kunming, China in 2022. 

CBD COP15: Part 1

Point of Contact 
Daniela GuarasAccess a high level summary of the outcomes
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https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/c2db/972a/fb32e0a277bf1ccfff742be5/cop-15-05-add1-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2021/pr-2021-12-22-sbstta24-sbi3-wg20203-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2021/pr-2021-12-22-sbstta24-sbi3-wg20203-en.pdf
mailto:daniela.Guaras@unep-wcmc.org
mailto:daniela.Guaras@unep-wcmc.org
https://www.proteuspartners.org/content/uploads/2021/11/CBD_COP15_part_1_Key_messages_for_Proteus_Partners_Final.pdf
https://www.proteuspartners.org/content/uploads/2021/11/CBD_COP15_part_1_Key_messages_for_Proteus_Partners_Final.pdf
https://www.proteuspartners.org/content/uploads/2021/11/CBD_COP15_part_1_Key_messages_for_Proteus_Partners_Final.pdf
https://www.proteuspartners.org/content/uploads/2021/11/CBD_COP15_part_1_Key_messages_for_Proteus_Partners_Final.pdf


1.4 Highlights

The 26th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, 
took place in Glasgow from 1st-13th November 2021. Despite not being the focus of the 
official agenda, nature featured prominanetly in side events, initiatives, declarations, and 
commitments. 
The Glasgow Climate Pact was adopted, which includes the strongest language on nature 
ever used in an UNFCCC decision:

•	 The Pact empahsises “the importance of protecting, conserving and restoring nature and ecosystems ... 
to achieve the long-term global goal of the Convention”. 

•	 The Pact calls upon Parties to “[accelerate] efforts towards the phasedown of unabated coal power 
and phase-out of inefficient fossil fuel subsidies”, which aligns with calls for environmentally damaging 
subsidies to be phased-out and redirected toward incentivising net zero and nature-positive outcomes.

•	 The importance of adaptation to climate change was also highlighted in the cover agreement. Though not 
yet mentioned in the text, there are strong links to nature, with nature-based solutions being a promising 
pathway towards adaptation & mitigation of climate change while delivering multiple benefits for nature 
and people.

UNFCCC COP26

Point of Contact 
Clementine Fournier
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Access Proteus Partner Update on COP26

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cop26_auv_2f_cover_decision.pdf
mailto:clementine.fournier@unep-wcmc.org
mailto:clementine.fournier@unep-wcmc.org
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/proteus-partners-update-nature-unfccc-cop26/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/proteus-partners-update-nature-unfccc-cop26/


2.1 Protected Areas
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Several data updates have been made to the 
WDPA including:

•	 Panama: A full update of protected areas in 
Panama, including the marine protected area 
Cordillera de Coiba which has been extended from 
17,213 km2 to 67,909 km2. 

•	 Jamaica: A partial update of protected areas in 
Jamaica for the first time since 2010, including 31 
new terrestrial sites. 

•	 Saint Helena: Updated a proposed marine 
protected area totalling over 687,000 km2 around 
the UK overseas territory of Tristan de Cunha, 
which has now formally come into law. 

Point of Contact 
Jessica Stewart
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mailto:jessica.stewart@unep-wcmc.org
mailto:jessica.stewart%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:jessica.stewart@unep-wcmc.org


2.2 Protected Areas
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Other updates: 2021 reporting, capacity building, 
OECMSs.

•	 Published a paper on the importance of privately 
protected areas in global conservation.

•	 Delivered webinars and discussion sessions on 
privately protected areas and comprehensive data 
reporting at the Third Congress of the International 
Land Conservation Network.

•	 Co-hosted a series of workshops on Protected and 
Conserved Area Effectiveness Indicators, and how to 
better monitor effectiveness of protected areas and 
OECMs. 

					   

World Database on Protected 
Areas (WDPA)

Point of Contact 
Jessica Stewart
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https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fcosc.2021.748127/full
https://www.landconservationnetwork.org/2021-global-congress
https://www.landconservationnetwork.org/2021-global-congress
mailto:jessica.stewart%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:jessica.stewart%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:jessica.stewart@unep-wcmc.org


3.1 IBAT

IBAT dataset updates (in addition to WDPA).

•	 In November, the release of the World Database of Key Biodiversity Areas comprised 16,356 confirmed 
KBAs. Myanmar received a countrywide review of karst sites identifying 22 new sites. The Tropical Andes 
received a multi-country review focusing on plants and reptiles and updated 47 assessments, as well as 
identifying 52 new global KBAs.

•	 In December, the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species was updated. See IUCN Press Release here. 

•	 This release included the first comprehensive assessment of the world’s dragonflies and damselflies. 
The update brought the number of species at risk of extinction to over 40,000 for the first time. The IUCN 
Red List now includes 142,577 species of which 40,084 are threatened with extinction.

Point of Contact 
Edward Ellis  

 

H
IG

H
LIG

H
TS

PR
O

TECTED 
AR

EAS
IBAT

M
AR

IN
E

R
ESO

U
R

C
ES

PU
BLIC

ATIO
N

S
C

ALEN
D

AR

Access IBAT
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IBAT 

https://www.iucn.org/news/species/202112/dragonflies-threatened-wetlands-around-world-disappear-iucn-red-list
mailto:ed.ellis%40ibat-alliance.org?subject=
mailto:ed.ellis%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:ed.ellis%40ibat-alliance.org?subject=
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/?locale=en
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/?locale=en
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/


3.2 IBAT

IBAT hit 10,000 users.

•	 In December 2021, IBAT hit a major milestone of 10,000 user accounts. 

•	 IBAT has seen a recent surge in users from a range of different sectors reflecting 
a greater interest in biodiversity data from the private sector than ever before.

•	 These including finance (development finance, banking, investment funds etc.), 
energy and extractives, pharmaceuticals, manufacturing, consumer packaged 
goods and more…. 

IBAT 

Point of Contact 
Edward Ellis  

 

H
IG

H
LIG

H
TS

PR
O

TECTED 
AR

EAS
IBAT

M
AR

IN
E

R
ESO

U
R

C
ES

PU
BLIC

ATIO
N

S
C

ALEN
D

AR

Access IBAT
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mailto:ed.ellis%40ibat-alliance.org?subject=
mailto:ed.ellis%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:ed.ellis%40ibat-alliance.org?subject=
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/?locale=en
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/?locale=en
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/


3.3 IBAT

IBAT Country Profiles.

•	 IBAT released the 2021 update to the Country 
Profiles.

•	 IBAT Country Profiles provide nationally relevant 
data that are disaggregated from IBAT’s three core 
global datasets, to support conservation planning 
and reporting. 

•	 BirdLife International, IUCN, and UNEP-WCMC are 
the data providers for the Sustainable Development 
Goals (among other indicators) namely indicators 
14 and 15 : 14.5.1, 15.1.2, 15.4.1 & 15.5.1.

Point of Contact 
Edward Ellis  
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Access IBAT

IBAT 
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https://www.ibat-alliance.org/country_profiles
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/country_profiles
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/metadata/?Text=&Goal=14&Target=
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/metadata/?Text=&Goal=15&Target=
mailto:ed.ellis%40ibat-alliance.org?subject=
mailto:ed.ellis%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:ed.ellis%40ibat-alliance.org?subject=
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/?locale=en
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/?locale=en
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/?locale=en
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/


4.1 Marine

Read our Explanatory Note to access and use 
new features in the Migratory Connectivity in 
the Ocean (MiCO) system.
•	 MiCO is an open-access system that generates 

standardised models that visualise the distribution 
of migratory species. These models increase our 
understanding of how marine migratory species use 
and connect the ocean and can inform operational risk 
assessments.

•	 Ocean+ supported work to improve the MiCO System 
to deliver tailored information  in automated, useful 
formats for Proteus Partners.

•	 Proteus Partners can now access PDF reports that 
summarise connectivity model information for a 
chosen area and can directly download network 
models and associated spatial data.

 
 
 
 
 

New marine data and resources

Point of Contact 
Sara Pruckner
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https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/explanatory-note-migratory-connectivity-in-the-ocean-mico/
mailto:Sara.Pruckner%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:Sara.Pruckner%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:Sara.Pruckner%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
https://mico.eco/system
https://mico.eco/system
https://mico.eco/system
https://mico.eco/system


4.2 Marine

Conversations with Allen Coral Atlas & the Global 
Coral Reef Monitoring Network (GCRMN) to 
collaborate on updated & combined datasets.

•	 The Status of Coral Reefs of the World report was 
published in Q4 2021.

•	 The report used the Ocean+ Global Distribution of Coral 
Reefs layer as the baseline,  supplemented with other 
datasets.

•	 Conversations with GCRMN are ongoing to update this 
data layer in coordination with the report’s findings.

•	 We are having further discussions with Allen Coral 
Atlas to combine datasets to communicate uncertainty 
and reflect the accuracy of different data collection 
methods. The results will be available via Ocean+ 
Habitats in the future.

 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing work to improve the Global 
Distribution of Coral Reefs dataset

Point of Contact 
Sara Pruckner
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https://gcrmn.net/2020-report/
mailto:Sara.Pruckner%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:Sara.Pruckner%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:Sara.Pruckner%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
https://data.unep-wcmc.org/datasets/1
https://habitats.oceanplus.org/
https://data.unep-wcmc.org/datasets/1


4.3 Marine

A collaboration among 38 research institutes, universities & NGOs, including UNEP-
WCMC, to gain clarity on where, when and how data on marine life is collected.

•	 A survey was conducted to map out global data collection efforts. 203 active programmes 
that have been sampling systematically for more than 5 years have been identified.

•	 Only 7% of the ocean surface area is regularly sampled, mostly concentrated in coastal 
regions of North America, Europe and Australia.

•	 The results can help Proteus Partners to screen data collection efforts in and near their 
operation sites, to gain improved awareness of available data and identify gaps that could be 
plugged.

•	 The data will be used to update and improve habitat distribution datasets available via Ocean+.

Publication in Frontiers in Marine Science: Establishing the 
Foundation for the Global Observing System for Marine Life

Point of Contact 
Sara Pruckner
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mailto:Sara.Pruckner%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:Sara.Pruckner%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:Sara.Pruckner%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2021.737416
https://habitats.oceanplus.org/
https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2021.737416


This technical brief considers the role of mining 
and energy companies in enabling a nature-
positive energy transition.

•	 It provides recommendations for where 
Proteus Partners must act to minimise socio-
environmental risks within their operations and 
supply chains to enable a responsible transition.

Technical Brief: The Global 
Energy Transition

Point of Contact 
Alex Ross
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5.1 Resources
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mailto:alex.Ross%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:alex.Ross%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/technical-brief-the-global-energy-transition/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/technical-brief-the-global-energy-transition/
https://habitats.oceanplus.org/


5.2 Resources

Current negotiations on the Biodiversity Beyond 
National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) treaty has operational 
implications for private sector involvement. 

•	 UNEP-WCMC provided an introduction to Areas 
Beyond National Jurisdiction (ABNJ) and 
Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ), 
highlighting current progress on the negotiations 
and the implications and relevance for private 
sector engagement.

Horizon Scanning Webinar: Biodiversity 
Beyond National Jurisdiction

Point of Contact 
Aime Rankin
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Access Horizon Scanning Webinar
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mailto:aime.rankin%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:aime.rankin%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/horizon-scan-biodiversity-beyond-national-jurisdiction/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/technical-brief-brownfield-sites/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/horizon-scan-biodiversity-beyond-national-jurisdiction/


5.3 Resources

UNEP-WCMC hosted a webinar on the Align 
project, Science-based Target Network and 
the Taskforce on Nature-related Financial 
Disclosure.

•	 The final Horizon Scan Webinar of 2021 provided 
an overview of the current state of biodiversity 
measurement, reporting, disclosure, followed with 
short introductions to Align project, SBTN and 
TNFD. The session ended with an engaging panel 
discussion where we explored how each of these 
link together and how businesses can get started 
now with these projects and initiatives. 

Horizon Scanning Webinar: Current State of Corporate 
Biodiversity Measurement, Disclosure and Target Setting

Point of Contact 
Aime RankinAccess Horizon Scanning Webinar
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mailto:aime.rankin%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/horizon-scan-webinar-the-current-state-of-biodiversity-measurement-disclosure-and-target-setting/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/horizon-scan-webinar-the-current-state-of-biodiversity-measurement-disclosure-and-target-setting/
https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/horizon-scan-webinar-the-current-state-of-biodiversity-measurement-disclosure-and-target-setting/
mailto:aime.rankin%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=


5.4 Resources

In this peer-to-peer learning session three Proteus 
Partners presented on the GIS tools they use for 
internal biodiversity screening. They covered:

•	 The biodiversity data used in the tools.

•	 Processes followed to analyse the data.

•	 How tool outputs influence company decisions.

•	 How biodiversity screening fits into wider 
organisational workflows.

Data Forum: Company 
Biodiversity Screening Tools

Point of Contact 
Alex Ross
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https://www.proteuspartners.org/resource/data-forum-company-biodiversity-screening-tools/


5.5 Resources

In this Data Forum, which was part of the Proteus 
2021 Annual Meeting, we discussed:

•	 The existing data, platforms and tools to support 
company ecosystem restoration efforts.

•	 Outstanding company needs for ecosystem 
restoration data, and what UNEP-WCMC could 
prioritize in addressing these.

•	 These discussions will help to shape UNEP-
WCMC’s work on ecosystem restoration data, 
ensuring Proteus Partners can benefit as a key 
audience.

Data Forum: Restoration 
Data Priorities Across Marine 
and Terrestrial Realms

Point of Contact 
Alex Ross
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5.6 Resources

13 new terms and 22 new acronyms have been 
added to the Biodiversity A-Z, including:

•	 Definitions for prominent and emerging biodiversity 
issues – e.g. nature-positive, zoonosis, the 
conservation hierarchy, eDNA, etc…

•	 Short information paragraphs on Area of Influence 
and Natural Climate Solutions.

•	 Acronyms for reporting and disclose initiatives 
– e.g. SBTN, TNFD, ISSB, GRI, CSRD, CDSB, IFRS, 
NGFS, EFRAG, NRFD, etc…

Updates to the Biodiversity A-Z

Point of Contact 
Aime Rankin
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Access the Biodiversity A-Z
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5.7 Resources

Responding to Partner interest, UNEP-WCMC developed a new training session on NbS, which will 
be available from early 2022. The training aims to help Partners:

•	 Understand what NbS are (and what they are not).

•	 Gain an overview of the different types of NbS and their relevance to business activities.

•	 Understand the business case for integrating NbS into a company’s activities.

•	 Learn about the benefits associated with NbS.

•	 Understand the main aspects of good practice for planning NbS.

•	 Know where to access key resources and tools to support the planning and implementation of NbS.

•	 See how NbS is already being used through examples and case studies.

Nature-based Solutions (NbS) Training

Point of Contact 
Stacey Baggaley
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The training is designed to be an interactive session that can be adapted to Partner needs and 
incorporate Partner experiences. 

Proteus Quarterly Report Oct-Dec 2021     20

mailto:stacey.baggaley%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=
mailto:stacey.baggaley%40unep-wcmc.org?subject=


High aboveground carbon stock of African tropical montane forests
Cuni-Sanchez A, et al, (2021) – Available here

The relative importance of COVID-19 pandemic impacts on biodiversity conservation globally
Gibbons DW, et al., (2021) – Available here

A guide to applying the Red List of Ecosystems to ecosystem restoration
Valderrábano M, et al., (2021) – Available here

Mapping the Global Funding Landscape for Coral Reef Restoration. 
International Coral Reef Initiative.
Hein MY and Staub F (2021) – Available here
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6.1 Publications
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7. Events Calendar
Proteus Partner Events
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COP15 part 2

Feb Technical Briefing Note – Area of 
Influence - Indirect Impacts

External Events

Jun Horison Scanning Webinar - 
Biodiversity Net Gain

Jun Proteus Annual Meeting

Mar Data Forum - STAR

Mar COP15 resumed sessions of 
the subsidary bodies

Feb - 
Mar

Fifth Session of the United Nations 
Environment Assembly, part 2 (UNEA-5.2)

Feb Technical Briefing Note – UN Decade 
on Ecosystem Restoration

(pending 
confirmation) 

Jun Stokholm+50


