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Welcome

Objectives of the Proteus Data Forum sessions

• A venue for direct communication between data users and technical experts

• Increase famil iarity with Proteus resources

• Identifying common challenges & f inding solutions

Logistics

• Frequency quarterly

• Scheduling AM & PM sessions (cancelled if  fewer than 3 part icipants from 2 companies)

• Rules Chatham House rule for discussion, but presentation recorded

• Topics your suggestions are welcome!



Today

Important Marine Mammal Areas (IMMAs)

• Introduction IMMAs

• Methodology used to identify IMMAs and develop the dataset

• Implications of IMMAs and their intended use, including relevance to private 

sector

• Dataset availability

Interactive discussion (poll + Q&A)

• Menti.com - 54 23 78 4



IUCN Joint SSC WCPA Marine Mammal Protected Areas Task Force

The Growing Important Marine Mammal Areas (IMMAs) 
Network: an update on the global process for informing 

the management practices of marine mammal 
place-based conservation

Michael Tetley, Erich Hoyt, Simone Panigada, Margherita Zanardelli, Caterina Lanfredi, Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara



Objectives:
• Facilitate collaboration

in our community
• Create opportunities for 

cooperation and 
communication

• Assist in achieving MPA 
targets and agreements

• Enhance capacity with
new conservation tools

IUCN Task Force co-chairs 
Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara

Erich Hoyt

Task Force IMMA 
Secretariat 

Task Force Regional Coordinators
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IMMA e-Atlas 2020



Identified using an expert-based 

bio-centric identification process 

in open consultation with the 

wider marine mammal knowledge 

community



Identified using an expert-based 

bio-centric identification process 

in open consultation with the 

wider marine mammal knowledge 

community

Criterion A - Species or 
Population Vulnerability 

Criterion B – Distribution and 
Abundance
➢ Sub-criterion Bi – Small an Resident 

Populations
➢ Sub-criterion Bii – Aggregations
Criterion C – Key Life Cycle Areas
➢ Sub-criterion Ci – Reproductive
➢ Sub-criterion Cii – Feeding
➢ Sub-criterion Cii – Migration
Criterion D – Special Attributes 
➢ Sub-criterion Di – Distinctiveness
➢ Sub-criterion Dii – Diversity
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July 2020 Update !!!
158 IMMAs Identified
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IMMA Statistics – 2019 – Area Size

Nan Hauser

Cook Islands Southern Group IMMA

431,498 km2



Northern Adriatic IMMA

33,473 km2

Tilen Genov

IMMA Statistics – 2019 – Area Size



Akrotiri IMMA

45 km2

Melina Marcou

IMMA Statistics – 2019 – Area Size



IMMA Statistics - 2019 – Qualifying Criteria

#1  Criteria A – 98 IMMAs (25%)
#2  Criteria Ci – 69 IMMAs (18%)
#3  Criteria Cii – 54 IMMAs (14%)
#4  Criteria Bi – 52 IMMAs (13%)
#5  Criteria Bii – 46 IMMAs (12%)
#6  Criteria Dii – 37 IMMAs (10%)
#7  Criteria Di – 21 IMMAs (5%)
#8  Criteria Ciii – 12 IMMAs (3%)

158 IMMAs -> Av. 2 Criteria met per IMMA (23%) 
Min = 1 Criteria (4%) / Max = 7 Criteria (0.8%)    



IMMA Statistics – 2019 – Primary Species and Diversity

Primary Qualifying 
Species n35

(Av. 2 per IMMA)  

Total Species 
Diversity n38

(Av. 8 per IMMA)  
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IMMA Statistics – 2019 – Primary Species and Diversity



IMMA Activities – Regional 
Implementation Studies
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Poll



Discussion





Contact

For password details for your company, and any other 
questions related to the Proteus Partnership please 
contact:

sebastian.bekker@unep-wcmc.org


