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ESIA, SEA or CIA?
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“aiming to ensure that environmental and other sustainability aspects 

are considered effectively in policy, plan and programme making.”   
EU SEA Directive

IF C  (2 0 1 3 ) C u m u la t iv e  Im p a c t  A s s e s s m e n t  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t :  G u id a n c e  f o r  P r iv a t e  S e c t o r  in  E m e rg in g  M a rk e t s .   
G o o d  P ra c t ic e  H a n d b o o k .   A u g u s t  2 0 1 3  IF C  P u b lic a t io n .



Mauritania

• Mauritania has experienced more than 30 years of persistent drought.

• Threats of desertification and increasing deforestation (c0.5% pa), 

agricultural sector only able to product 40% of demand and depleted 

fishing stock. Fishing and iron ore represent c50% GDP. 

• EU – Mauritania fisheries agreement - allows 200+ EU vessels to fish 

various species in Mauritanian water (30 percent over-harvesting).

World Bank report (2011):

• Preparation of a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is one tool 

to help ensure that oil and gas development will proceed in a 

sustainable manner...

• ..there is a lack of coordination and capacity for the implementation of 

effective EIA processes & incomplete legal framework. 3



SEA landscape in Mauritania & Senegal
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Other policies:

- National Adaptation Programme of Action to 

Climate Change (2004)

- National Biodiversity Strategy & Action Plan (2010)

- Poverty Reduction Strategy (2007)

- Progress toward the MDGs in Mauritania (2010)


