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WDPA and IBAT awareness

• Rio Tinto Exploration has offices in all continents and was interested in 
raising internal awareness of WDPA and IBAT databases

• 3 sessions of 1 hour each was conducted considering 3 different time 
zones aiming at appropriate working hours for users in each region 
(Americas, EMEA and Australasia)

• A voice conference call together with a tool (Webex) to share a single 
desktop (UNEP-WCMC notebook) using a web browser for real-time 
presentation was used

• The WDPA and IBAT sessions was conducted by UNEP-WCMC team 
who also lead a Q&A at the end of the presentation

• Approximately 50 exploration people in 11 countries attended

• Feedback received revolved around accuracy of the data and our 
strategy going forward considering the growth pace of protected areas



Proteus Meeting – December 2009 3

WDPA - IBAT
Awareness via internal Portal

Announcements 
are posted into 
Exploration Portal 
when updates are 
received
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WDPA - IBAT
Awareness via internal Portal

Instructions on 
how to login in 
into databases 
permanently 
displayed on 
Exploration Portal
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Summary

• The Proteus partnership has allowed Rio Tinto Exploration to have easy 
online access to information on protected areas and biodiversity 
hotspots. 

• In addition, the monthly database updates are made available internally, 
and users can integrate the protected areas data into our GIS 
applications to assist in the decision making process. 

• Internal awareness sessions were conducted by the UNEP-WCMC team 
in order to further highlight the pace of growth of protected areas around 
the world and to demonstrate how the data could be accessed. 

• This has provided us with an opportunity to reinforce Rio Tinto's 
commitment to manage risks effectively, considering both protected 
areas and biodiversity in the regions in which we operate


