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IUCN — The World Conservation Union

m [UCN i1s a Union of members from some 140 countries

including 77 States, 114 government agencies, and 800-
plus NGOs.

m More than 10,000 internationally-recognized scientists
and experts from more than 180 countries volunteer their
services to its six global commissions.

m [ts 1000 staff members in offices around the world are
working on some 500 projects.

m [UCN has a particular role in developing global standards
and scientific knowledge to promote conservation and
sustainable development.



IUCN - Species Survival Commission

One of the six IUCN commissions
A network of experts on species conservation

A neutral forum, through which experts are
comfortable to provide their data, secure in the
knowledge that their rights as data providers will be
respected.

Custodian of a system of widely accepted data
standards as codified in the Species Information
Service and the Red List Categories and Criteria.

Official recognition by the world's governments,
enabling biodiversity conservation science to be
communicated directly to key decision-makers
worldwide.



IUCN Red List of Threatened Species

Identifies and documents the threatened status of species

Establishes a baseline from which to monitor the status of a
representative selection of species (as biodiversity
indicators) that cover all the major ecosystems of the world

IUCN provides the framework for agreeing data standards;
negotiates agreements with data providers; oversees a peer-
review process; and places the data on its website
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IUCN Species Data

Progress since 1998

Total records held in Red List database NOT jUSt the increasing number of
assessments, but assessments with the
minimum supporting documentation:

Population size and trends

Information on distribution, habitats,
threats, conservation actions, utilization

Distribution maps (15,000 species)

Year

Red List Category
Information on threatened and
non-threatened species
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Global Red List Assessments

m A concerted effort to assess the world’s
biodiversity SYSTEMATICALLY




Global Red List Assessments

GAA (Global Amphibian Assessment)

GRA (Global Reptile Assessment)

GMA (Global Mammal Assessment)

GMSA (Global Marine Species Assessment)
GFSA (Global Freshwater Species Assessment)
GPA (Global Plant Assessment)

BirdLife International —evaluates all species of birds



Global
Amphibian Assessment

Search the Database About the GAA Key Findings Description of Data Acknowledgements

The Global Amphibian Assessment (GAA) is the first-
ever comprehensive assessment of the conservation status
of the world's 5,743 known species of frogs, toads,
salamanders, and caecilians. This website presents results
of the assessments, including IUCH Red List threat category,
range map, ecology information, and other data for every
amphibian species.

Search the GAA database for species by nhame, taxonomy,
country, region, habitat type, threat type, or IUCH Red List
status.
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Evolution and future of data
presentation

BIRDS TO WATCH
The ICBP World Check-list
of Threatened Birds

THREATENED BIRDS



Key questions to be answered
using the Red List data

What 1s the overall status of biodiversity?
At what rate 1s biodiversity being lost?
Where 1s biodiversity being lost?

What are the causes of decline and loss of
biodiversity?

Are conservation actions achieving desired
outcomes?



Types of uses of the data

Conservation planning

Environmental impact
assessment

Measuring trends in
achieving targets

Resource allocation
Scientific research




IUCN data has been used 1n:

m The IUCN Red List Index (in relation to the
2010 Biodiversity Target)

s Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
m Global Gap Analysis
* Species that are not 1n any protected areas

s Key Biodiversity Areas
» Alhance for Zero Extinction

m Global Environment Facility Resource
Allocation Framework



Measuring trends in achieving targets
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Resource Allocation
GEF Benefits Index
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In conclusion ...

s JUCN’s data
increasingly
underpins policy
and planning
decisions relating
to biodiversity
worldwide




