
Proteus Annual Meeting June 2015

Proteus Partners Annual Meeting 2015

The Globe, London 9th and 10th June



Proteus Annual Meeting June 2015

Looking Ahead: the Promise of Sydney 

Dr Kathy MacKinnon

Deputy Chair, IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas



Looking Ahead: the Promise of 
Sydney

Kathy MacKinnon IUCN/WCPA



Dashboard

Over 6000 participants

5363 registered delegates

160 countries

300 workshop sessions

200 congress and high level events

6 pavilion programmes

Exhibition

600 e-poster presentations

7 World Leaders’ Dialogues



VISION

• The high-
level 
aspirations
for the 
change we 
need in the 
coming 
decade

INNOVATIVE 
APPROACHES

• Bold steps 
recommended 
to achieve 
these 
aspirations

• 150 
recommenda-
tions made

SOLUTIONS

• Evidence 
that shows 
how we can 
approach 
our work 
differently to 
achieve 
these 
aspirations

PROMISES

• Pledges from 
governments, 
public and 
private 
institutions and 
civil society to 
fulfilling these 
aspirations

The Promise of Sydney



We recognized that rebalancing the relationship between 
human society and nature is essential, and that natural 
ecosystems and their services support human welfare,   
cultural and spiritual identity, economies and well-being.

VISION



We acknowledged the increasing role of 
Indigenous Peoples’, community, and 
privately-conserved areas and territories 
in reaching biodiversity conservation and 
societal goals.

We acknowledged the opportunities 
presented by new communication and 
other technologies to better understand 
and engage new constituencies, including 
young people in the world’s rapidly 
expanding cities. 

VISION



Promise to INVIGORATE … our efforts to ensure that protected areas 

do not regress but rather progress. We will scale up protection in 
landscapes, wetlands and seascapes to represent all sites essential for the 
conservation of nature, especially in the oceans, and involve all of those 
who conserve. 

Promise to INSPIRE ... all people, across generations, geography and 

cultures, and especially the world’s expanding cities, to experience the 
wonder of nature through protected areas, to engage their hearts and 
minds and engender a life-long association for physical, psychological, 
ecological, and spiritual well-being. 

Promise to INVEST… in nature’s solutions, supported by public policy, 

incentives, tools and safeguards that help to halt biodiversity loss, mitigate 
and respond to climate change, reduce the risk and impact of disasters,  
improve food and water security, and promote human health and dignity.

VISION



Innovative approaches 
for each of the eight streams …

INNOVATIVE 
APPROACHES



… and cross-cutting themes

A total of 150 recommendations 
for transformative change

INNOVATIVE 
APPROACHES



SOLUTIONS



Commitments from 
governments and civil society

PROMISES

michaela@donald.id.aumichaela@donald.id.au



• Gabon 23% EEZ as MPA network (46,000 km2) 

• China – increase PA territory by 20% by 2020

• Madagascar – expand terrestrial PA to 7 m ha, triple 
MPAs

• Fiji conserve 30% of EEZ by 2020 

• Russia – expand MPAs to 17m hectares by 2025

• WCPA Little Sydney meeting Austria May 2015

WPC Commitments - Achieving significant 
outcomes and legacy





Raising 
the bar 

for 
conserving

nature

Protected areas 
must progress, NOT 

REGRESS

Protected areas 
must be established 

in the right places

Improve QUALITY: 
protected areas 

need to be effective

Include areas 
conserved by 

private, indigenous 
peoples, and local 

communities

Increase CAPACITY 
to address novel 

threats



Achieve the Aichi Targets



• By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland 
water, and 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, 
especially areas of particular importance for 
biodiversity and ecosystem services, are conserved 
through effectively and equitably managed,
ecologically representative and well connected 
systems of protected areas and other effective area-
based conservation measures, and integrated into the 
wider landscapes and seascapes. 

Aichi Target 11







Putting in 
place the 

right 
capacity

Professionalize:
Publish competences 
register, user guide 

and tools 

Publish guidelines on 
capacity development 

by, with and for 
indigenous and local 

communitiess

Professionalize:
Prepare and launch 
body of knowledge 

on line tool 

Build partnerships
with providers of 

education and 
training  and 

evaluate progress

Enable 
Pilot use of 

performance, 
assessment and 

certification guidance. 

Professionalize: 
Test use of 

competence 
approaches and 

materials



Best Practice 
Guidelines



Riding the 
wave  for 
marine

Urgently increase 
the ocean area that 

is effectively and 
equitably managed

Invest in large-scale 
marine management 

initiatives

Protect and manage 
biodiversity in the 

high seas

Improve 
environmental 
standards and 

transparency in 
supply chains

Detect and prevent 
illegal activities 

at sea



Brighten 
the outlook 
for World 
Heritage

Sites  must serve as 
models for effective, 

equitable and 
enduring 

conservation

Sites must an 
improved Outlook 

and resilience in the 
face of global change

Restore the 
credibility and 
integrity of the 
World Heritage 

Convention

Achieve a credible 
World Heritage List 
by nominating only 

the best sites

Review engagement 
in accordance with a 

rights-based 
approach

Impacts on sites may 
not be compensated 

by offsets



IUCN WORLD HERITAGE OUTLOOK 
2014

First global assessment of natural 

World Heritage

• 228 site assessments

• 500 experts worldwide 

• more than 3 years in the making

www.worldheritageoutlook.iucn.org





Enhance 
governance 

diversity, 
quality and 

vitality

More supportive 
legal and policy 
frameworks and 

integration of 
customary law.

Respect procedural 
and substantive 

human rights

Fully recognize and 
support voluntary 

conservation of 
protected and 

conserved areas

Apply “No Go” 
policies to prevent 

damage from 
extractive activities

Move from growth-
based towards 

sustainable, 
equitable and 

satisfying economies 
and societies





Respect 
Indigenous & 

traditional 
knowledge 
and culture

Recognize and  
strengthen the 

collective land and 
resource rights of 

Indigenous Peoples

Integrate natural and 
cultural aspects for 

PA and World 
Heritage Site 
designations 

Observe rights and 
governance systems 
and free, prior and 

informed consent of 
Indigenous Peoples 

Respect  and 
maintain traditional 

knowledge and 
customary 

governance systems

recognize and 
include Indigenous 
cultural skills and 

capacities.



Indigenous Peoples of Africa CoordinatingCommittee
SOTZ’IL (Central America)

North Australia Indigenous Land and Sea Managers
Conservation International/United Nations University



Inspire a 
new 

generation

Launch a global 
campaign to connect 

young people to 
nature through PAs

Facilitate  
engagement of youth, 
urban dwellers, and 
other new audiences 

to engage with 
nature

Ensure all children 
have the right to 

experiences in 
protected areas at 

an early age

Evaluate youth and 
public engagement in 
PAs and its impact on 

health, education, 
and conservation

Scale up networking 
platforms and social 

media for 
connecting people 

with nature





Las áreas protegidas
... ofrecen
soluciones



Address 
climate 
change

Promote the full 
recognition of 

ecosystems/PAs to 
respond to climate 

change

Build capacity to 
apply innovative, 
appropriate, and 
context-specific 

measures

Support coalitions 
for collective action 
in the polar regions

Ensure equitable 
participation from 
society, including 

youth, women and 
Indigenous Peoples

Build on traditional 
knowledge in finding 
solutions to climate 

change





Support 
human life: 
food, water, 
disaster risk 

reduction

Demonstrate the 
value of protected 

area ecosystem 
services to all 

audiences

Valuation studies of 
social and economic 
benefits of Protected 

Areas

Promote 
conservation of 

freshwater 
ecosystems and 

enable civil society 
in water governance.

Recognise and 
Integrate role of  

PAs  into strategies 
for food, water 
security  & DRR

Build strong 
evidence, policy and 
practical advice for 

applying ecosystem-
based disaster-risk 

reduction

Identify legal, 
institutional and 
social factors to 

optimize synergy for 
supporting human 

life





Improve 
health and 
well-being

Build the evidence 
for connecting 

health and nature 
incl. traditional 

knowledge

Promote the 
preventative health 
contribution made 
by PAs, including 

urban parks

Improve biodiversity 
and maximize 

human health and 
well-being 
outcomes. 

Strengthen policies 
and planning to 

promote nature’s 
role in health and 

well-being

Build alliances and 
capacity across the 

health and protected 
area sectors



Estimated avoided healthcare costs

Victoria $ 198.8 million per annum benefit

$ 323.9 million total budget for parks

UK  Health costs :
mental illness GBP 77bn 2008, 
GBP 45 bn obesity cost to NHS 2050 



Reconcile 
development 

challenges

Anchor PAs in spatial 
and development 
planning, policies 
and programmes

Better understand 
PA financing needs 
and move towards 

long-term 
sustainable 
financing.

Apply planning 
regulations  &  social 
and environmental  

safeguards to sustain 
ecological processes

Integrate PA values 
into economic 

accounting, and 
measure, account, 

and report 

Promote potential of 
Green Infrastructure 

Work with such 
intensive land and 

sea-use industries to 
deploy sustainability 

standards.



Fostering a 
new social 
compact

Incorporate facilitated 
dialogues at the  core 

of deliberations on 
complex challenges 
facing conservation

Develop a “rapid 
response” redress 

mechanism for 
people impacted by 

protected areas

Take a firm and vocal 
stance against 
development 

activities that are 
destroying nature 
and communities

Adopt a clear set of 
human rights 
standards and 

capacity building 
techniques 

Sound the alarm and 
provide active 

leadership regarding 
the global 

biodiversity crisis

Embrace a new ethic 
that is just, equitable, 

reciprocal and 
respectful, linking 

biological and social-
cultural issues



PARKS

PLANETPEOPLE



The Promise of Sydney
• Strengthening implementation, WHAT,  WHERE, WHEN,  

HOW and HOW MUCH

• Scaling up applying innovative approaches (Panorama)

• Find new ways to connect issues, and interact across sectors 
for mutual gains and maximum impact

• Building on and monitoring the promises

• How can extractive industries and other players contribute

• Assessing progress – World Conservation Congress
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Future of the World Database on Protected Areas

Naomi Kingston

Head of Protected Area Programme



The future of the World Database on 
Protected Areas

Naomi Kingston

powered by the World Database on Protected Areas



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

What is the situation now?



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

WDPA June 2015

206,557 records



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas
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powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

Improved quality



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

Less gaps



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

0%

2%

4%

6%

8%

10%

12%

14%

16%

18%

1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014

Terrestrial target

Marine target

0-200 nm 8.4%

Global Ocean 3.4%

ABNJ 0.3%

15.4%

Protected Areas 

coverage



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

e.g. Management information
• Category 32.6%

• Authority 24.8%

• Plan 96.9%

Gaps

Africa 5.4%

Antarctic 0.0%

Asia 3.3%

Caribbean 0.1%

Central America 0.1%

Europe 86.4%

Middle East 0.2%

North America 3.4%

Oceania 0.3%

South America 0.8%



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

Challenges

• Handful of countries never respond

e.g. North Korea, Kuwait

• Some do not have the infrastructure or resources to engage

e.g. Russia, Ukraine

• Quality of source datasets

e.g. Ramsar, MAB

• Differing interpretations of what defines a Protected Area



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

What are we going to do?



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

Spatial Detail

Completeness 
of Attributes

Year of 
Update

Agreement 
within Data

% of records which have a polygon 
boundary (preferred) 

X,YVs

Spatial 
Detail

Complete
ness of 

Attribute
s

Year of 
Update

Agreeme
nt within 

Data

% of attributes completed (up to 20 
attributes per record)

FIELD

NAME

COUNTRY

DESIGNATION

DESIGNATION TYPE

MARINE

REPORTED MARINE AREA

REPORTED AREA

STATUS

STATUS YEAR

ORIGINAL NAME

SUB-LOCATION

DESIGNATION ENGLISH

IUCN CATEGORY

INTERNATIONAL CRITERIA

GOVERNANCE TYPE

MANGEMENT AUTHORITY

MANGEMENT PLAN

NO-TAKE

NO-TAKE AREA

Spatial 
Detail

Complete
ness of 

Attribute
s

Year of 
Update

Agreeme
nt within 

Data

% of records updated or validated in 
the last 5 years

20132009

Spatial 
Detail

Complete
ness of 

Attribute
s

Year of 
Update

Agreeme
nt within 

Data

% of records where the Reported 
Area matches the calculated area

100 km2

Spatial 
Detail

Complete
ness of 

Attribute
s

Year of 
Update

Agreeme
nt within 

Data

Focus on quality



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

Validation process

State sources Peer-reviewed

Other sources

WDPAState verified Expert verified



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

• What the WDPA is?

• The data standard

• How is the WDPA compiled?

• Using the WDPA

Version 1 to draw feedback

Frequent updates planned

Help users



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

Raise profile



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

UN SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 

GOALS

Raise profile

International processes Scientific Publications



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

Building partnerships

Regional hubs Convention secretariats

PA organisations OECM task force

http://www.iccaforum.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=86&Itemid=102
http://www.iccaforum.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=86&Itemid=102


powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

Represent complete network 
of Protected Areas



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

A. Government 
56.8%

B. Shared 5.9%

C. Private 0.3%

D. Indigenous 
peoples & local 
communities 

4.6%
Not reported, 

32.3%

Governance data in WDPA

• Often unreported 
• Inconsistencies with reported Designation
• ICCAs often not recognised and/or poorly documented 

at the national level  



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

ICCAs make a big difference

e.g. Namibia

34 protected areas

159,000km
2

112 additional protected areas

Additional 164,000km
2



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

Privately PAs also add area

e.g. Australia

8173 protected areas

5,144,752km
2

2668 additional protected areas

Additional 80,354km
2



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

But now Protected Areas are 
only one piece of the puzzle



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

CBD Aichi Target 11

By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial 
and inland water areas, and 10 per cent of 
coastal and marine areas, especially areas 
of particular importance for biodiversity 
and ecosystem services, are conserved 
through effectively and equitably 
managed, ecologically representative and 
well connected systems of protected areas 
and other effective area-based 
conservation measures, and integrated 
into the wider landscapes and seascapes.



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial 
and inland water areas, and 10 per cent of 
coastal and marine areas, especially areas 
of particular importance for biodiversity 
and ecosystem services, are conserved 
through effectively and equitably 
managed, ecologically representative and 

well connected systems of protected 
areas and other effective 
area-based conservation 
measures, and integrated into the 
wider landscapes and seascapes.

CBD Aichi Target 11



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

What is an ‘other effective area-
based conservation measure’?



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

CBD’s Call for Guidance

CBD SBSTTA, 2013

Recognition and/or integration of indigenous and
community conserved areas and private reserves in national
protected area systems is one of the existing scientific and
technical gaps related to the implementation of Target 11

CBD SBSTTA, 2014

Further guidance from IUCN on what constitutes OECMs for
the purpose of reporting progress toward this target “would
be useful”



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

IUCN-WCPA Task force

To deliver definition by 2020

Tasks -

1. Clarify the intention of the CBD Parties

2. Evaluate the status of the current knowledge

3. Expert meeting(s)

4. Present Findings to CBD



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

Key questions

1. Protected areas and OECMs, as equivalents?

2. Are all the other target 11 qualifiers also intended for 
OECMs?  

− areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem 
services 

− effectively and equitably managed, 

− ecologically representative and 

− well-connected systems (or PAs and OECMs)

− integrated into the wider landscape and seascape



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

Questions about the term:

 Other

i.e., not a PA, but by whose definition

 Effective conservation

How effective? Which biodiversity? Which definitions?

 Area-based

i.e., not merely a national legislative measure

 Measures

Over what time frame?

Key questions



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

• This discussion might lead to the reopening of the definition of
a ‘protected area’

• Governments may attempt to achieve Aichi Target 11 by
recognizing large-scale OECMs without ‘doing’ anything

• Companies+ may claim that their operations are OECMs, e.g.
monoculture plantations

• Lead to degazettement, downgrading and degrading of PAs

• Lead to further unintended consequences…

Concerns



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

• Increase recognition of the need for effective conservation sites

• OECM support a large amount of the word’s biodiversity

• Important opportunities that also support PAs

• Support for global targets

Opportunities



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

OECM may also 

make a big 

difference

e.g. USA, Canada 

& Mexico

33,621 PAs in WDPA

c. 160,000 possible OECMs

WDPA area: 4,740,118km
2

OECM area: 3,944,211km
2



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

• WDPA is the best it has ever been

• Focus now on filling gaps

• Increase capacity in countries that don’t have the resources
to engage

• Look beyond State PAs to the complete network of
conservation sites in line with international processes

• Privately Protected Areas

• Indigenous Peoples’ and Community Conserved Territories
and Areas

• ‘Other’ conservation areas

Summary



powered by the World Database on Protected Areas

naomi.kingston@unep-wcmc.org

mailto:naomi.kingston@unep-wcmc.org


Conservation and Future oil and  gas exploitation June 2015

Biodiversity conservation and potential future oil 
and gas exploitation

Mike Harfoot 

(Derek Tittensor, Sarah Knight, Andy Arnell, Simon Blyth, Sharon Brooks, Stuart 

Butchart, Jon Hutton, Matt Jones, Val Kapos, Jorn Scharlemann, Neil Burgess)
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Presentation removed pending publication


