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“Recognises that the presence of 
plastic litter and microplastics in 
the marine environment is a rapidly 
increasing serious issue of global 
concern that needs an urgent 
global response...”

Resolution 2/11 Marine plastic litter and microplastics

Susan White/USFWS CC 2.0 Flickr
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World ocean assessment 2016

“It is clear that urgent action on a 

global scale is needed to protect 

the world’s oceans from the many 

pressures they face” 

Ban Ki-moon

UN Secretary General, 2016

http://www.worldoceanassessment.org
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UNEA Ocean Resolutions 2016

1. Marine plastic litter and microplastics

2. Sustainable coral reef management

3. Oceans and seas

DATEENHANCING MARINE AND COASTAL BIODIVERSITY MONITORING
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“marine genetic resources, including 
questions on the sharing of benefits,
measures such as area-based 
management tools, including marine 
protected areas, and environmental 
impact assessments, capacity-building
and the transfer of marine technology”  
(A/69/177* item 75)

Conservation and sustainable use of Areas Beyond 
National Jurisdiction (2016-17)
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Sustainable Development Goal 14
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“Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, 
seas and marine resources for sustainable 
development”
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UNEP-WCMC Ocean Priorities 2017
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1. Adopt a leading role in the uptake of  ocean literacy and citizen-behaviour 

change in the  delivery of ocean-related sustainable development goals and 

targets.

2. Play an influential role in the application of effective area-based planning and 

management techniques to support the delivery of ocean-related sustainable 

development goals and targets.

3. Initiate a step-change in global access to, and use of, marine biodiversity 

spatial data to support the delivery of oceans-related sustainable development 

goals and targets.
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That’s great, but how 

do we move from 

optimism to 

achievement??
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UN Ocean Conference Call for Action (June 2017)
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13. We call on all stakeholders to conserve and sustainably use the oceans, 

seas, and marine resources for sustainable development by taking, inter alia, 

the following actions on an urgent basis:

(c) Strengthen and promote effective multi-stakeholder partnerships.

(f) Dedicate greater resources to marine scientific research, such as inter-

disciplinary research and sustained ocean and coastal observation, as well as 

the collection and sharing of data and knowledge, including traditional 

knowledge, in order to increase our knowledge of the ocean.
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Promoting enhanced access and use of global marine 
biodiversity information (#OceanAction20776)
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 Ocean biodiversity information underpins the sustainable use and conservation
of marine resources. Yet reliable and freely accessible ocean biodiversity
information can be difficult to find, access and use. The UN Environment World
Conservation Monitoring Centre commits to initiating a step-change in global
access to and use of marine biodiversity spatial data and information. This will
be achieved by developing new and upgrading existing digital products that
serve globally, regionally and nationally relevant ocean biodiversity information.
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