
253 records in the WDPA are established through non-legal means

The WDPA in Numbers

Total number of records for national-level protected 

areas and protected areas designated under 

regional and international conventions and 

agreements in the WDPA, Dec 2024

Size is proportional to number of protected areas in each category 

based on the Dec 2024 release of the World Database on Protected 

Areas (WDPA)

Natura2000 
Birds
5,422

Ramsar
2,348 Man and the 

Biosphere
585

World Heritage
266

Regional 
marine 

agreements
752

Ia
22,785

Ib
4,155

II
6,881

III
25,195

IV
90,219

V
52,091

VI
9,382

Not Assigned
45,017

Not Reported
13,390

Natura2000 
Habitats
23,815

Emerald 
Network

2,576


