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Nature of the challenge
Neil Burgess, Chief Scientist, UNEP-WCMC



WHY MEASURE BIODIVERSITY 
IMPACTS OF SUPPLY CHAINS?

• Zero deforestation supply chains 
declarations (COP26) and laws (UK, EU)

• CBD post-2020 framework Targets 14, 15
• Biodiversity crisis is as serious as the 

climate crisis
• Both are linked in terms of challenges and 

solutions
• Numerous business commitments



WHAT ARE THE PROBLEMS
• Its complicated! 

• And here is why…



SUPPLY CHAINS ARE COMPLICATED

• Drivers are global

• Supply chains are opaque

• ...solutions can be difficult 

to devise

• What, where, who?
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State of the art in measuring supply chain impacts
Chris West, SEI York



Source: www.resourcetrade.earth



Source: www.trase.earth



Source: Lathuilliere et al 2021. Environmental Science & Technology 

Source: Duran et al. 2020. Methods in Ecology and Evolution



Source: www.commodityfootprints.earth

Source: UK Global Resource Initiative Recommendations Report



Understanding complex supply chains
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Concluding remarks
Neil Burgess, Chief Scientist, UNEP-WCMC



NEXT STEPS

• Fully operational supply chain assessment tools
• Coherence around impact metrics
• Operationalisation of SBTn guidance
• Understanding impacts of declarations, policies, laws, regulations
• Going to scale across multiple types of business



Thank you




