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The Goal for this Presentation

To provide an update on how the latest 
economic thinking on ecosystem services 
can be incorporated into an ecosystem 
assessment.
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 Independent Assessment – launched 2 June 2011

 Funded by Defra, Scottish Government, Welsh 
Assembly, CCW, NIEA, NERC and ESRC

 Over  500 Scientists involved taking 2 years to complete

 Assessed 8 habitats and their services, HWB, scenarios 
and response options

 Governance: 2 co-chairs, Expert Panel, User Group, 
Client Group and an independent Secretariat

 Private sector involved through the User Group
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Key Messages of the UK NEA

1. The natural world, its biodiversity and its constituent 
ecosystems are critically important to our well-being and 
economic prosperity, but are consistently undervalued in 
conventional economic analysis and decision-making.

2. Ecosystems and ecosystem services. And the ways people 
benefit from them, have changed markedly in the past 60 
years, driven by changes in society.

3. The UK’s ecosystems are currently delivering some services 
well, but others are still in long-term decline.
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4. The UK population will continue to grow, and its demands and 
expectations continue to evolve. This likely to increase 
pressures on ecosystem services in a future where climate 
change will have an accelerating impact both here and in the 
world at large.

5. Actions taken and decisions made now will have consequences 
far into the future for ecosystems, ecosystem services and 
human well-being. 

6. A move to sustainable development will require an appropriate 
mixture of regulations, technology, financial investment and 
education, as well as changes in individual and societal 
behaviour and adoption of a more integrated, rather than 
conventional sectoral, approach to ecosystem management.
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Advancing the thinking
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Conceptual Framework for Valuing Ecosystem 
Services
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What was mapped?
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Use of 
mapping in 
the
UK NEA  -
habitats
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Mapping Stock - Carbon
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Mapping goods
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Landscape values –visual and sensory 
perception
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How might ecosystems and their plausible services in the 
change in the future under plausible scenarios?
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Spatial Economic Implications of Two Storylines:
Nature @ Work and World Markets
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Value of 
Green 
Space
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What does this mean for business?

 The findings of the UK NEA are already influencing 
policy (e.g. NEWP).

 Findings can be used as a space for different 
stakeholders to have discussions.

 Using such an analysis has the potential to assist in 
a companies management of sites, including 
identification of trade-offs.

 Relevance of the UK NRA to other countries
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