
101 on Protected Areas 
   
 
 
 

CSBI Workshop,  May 14th, 2014 

Dr Naomi Kingston 
Head of Protected Areas Programme 



Outline 

What is a Protected Area? 
 
Differences in designation types 
 
IUCN Management Categories 
 
Proposed Protected Areas 
 

2 



3 

What is a Protected Area? 



What is a Protected Area? 

IUCN (Dudley, 2008; 2013) 
“A  clearly defined geographical space, recognised, dedicated and 
managed, through legal or other effective means, to achieve the long-term 
conservation of nature with associated ecosystem services and cultural 
values”  
 

CBD definition (CBD/Article 2) 
“geographically defined area which is designated or regulated and 
managed to achieve specific conservation objectives”.  
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Lopoukhine & Dias  (2012) PARKS 18.1: 5-8 

There is agreement that the two definitions are 
equivalent. 



Definitions 
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They come in all shapes and sizes! 
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They come in all shapes and sizes! 
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They come in all shapes and sizes! 



WDPA May 2014: 193,942 records 
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Designation type 



Designation type 

“National” 

National 
laws 

“Regional” 

Natura 2000 

Regional 
Seas 

Conventions 

“International” 

World 
Heritage 

Convention 

RAMSAR 
Wetlands 
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National  Blue 
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Regional  Green 
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International  Red 
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National  Blue 
Regional  Green 
International  Red 



National, Regional & International 

A national site may have equal or higher 
biodiversity value and legal protection than an 

international site 

Sites can be important nationally and internationally,  
but still not be designated an international protected 
area 
 
Capacity, funding, and time all affect a country’s ability 
to designate sites, esp. at an international level 
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IUCN Management Categories 
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IUCN Management Categories 

First called for in Yellowstone at the second World 
Parks Congress 
System proposed in 1978 
Workshop at the third World Parks Congress in 
Venezuela 
Published in 1994 
Revised guidelines published in 2008, 2013 
Marine guidelines published in 2012 
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IUCN Management Categories 

A method for the classification management objective of a 
protected area 
 
Help countries design a system of sites with a range of 
complementary management objectives 
 
Voluntary system so many protected areas do not have an 
assigned category  
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Protected areas without management categories 
are still protected areas! 
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IUCN Management categories 
Ia Strict nature reserve 

Ib Wilderness area 

II National park 

III Natural monument  

IV Habitat/species management area 

V Protected landscape/seascape 

VI Protected area with sustainable use of 
natural resources 

Not recorded 



IUCN Management Categories 

Not intended to prioritise some sites over others 
 
Not hierarchical 
 
Not universally or consistently applied 
 

22 

Treat with caution, and make sure to understand 
the national context 



Not universally applied 
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The names can be confusing 

Countries do not name their protected areas 
according to the IUCN Category titles 
 
Protected areas called ‘National Park’ in the title are 
not necessarily IUCN Category II 
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Swiss National Park 



Favourite picture of a park The Burren National Park 

26 



27 

Everglades National Park 
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Białowieża National Park 
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Victoria Falls National Park 
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Yorkshire Dales National Park 



IUCN Categories: National Parks 
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Ia Swiss National Park  Switzerland 

Ib Everglades National Park  USA 

II Białowieża National Park Poland 

III Victoria Falls National Park Zimbabwe 

IV Vitosha National Park  Bulgaria 

V Yorkshire Dales National Park UK 

VI Etniko Ygrotopiko Parko  Greece 

Not recorded Burren National Park Ireland 
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Proposed Protected Areas 



Proposed Protected Areas 

 107 Countries have submitted Proposed Protected 
Areas to the WDPA 
 This makes up 1.4% of sites globally 

 
 May be the result of legal ‘quirks’ in national 

systems 
 
 If a proposed site has a boundary and has been 

reported, this suggests it is nationally important 
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Proposed Protected Areas 
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White = no sites with "proposed" status 
Grey =  at least one site with "proposed" status 
Red = more than of 50 % sites with "proposed" status 



Summary 

 Protected Areas systems vary widely from country to 
country 

 International Sites are not necessarily more important 
than national sites 

 Sites without an IUCN Management Category are 
protected areas and have value 

 Not all ‘National Parks’ are IUCN Category II 
 Proposed sites should be included in assessments 
 It is important to understand the national context 
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naomi.kingston@unep-wcmc.org 
proteus@unep-wcmc.org 

 
 
 

Thank you! 
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