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World Database on Protected Areas

Base layer for various 
overlay analyses

Data Providers:

NGOs

Governments

International Conventions

Regional Partners

Only global inventory of protected areas

148,000 +

Collaboration



World Database on Protected Areas
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Year of Establishment

Growth in Nationally Designated Protected Areas (1872 - 2008)*

Cumulative growth in total area protected (km sq.)

* Excludes 52,932 sites with no year of establishment

© UNEP-WCMC, 

Source: World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA), a joint project between UNEP and IUCN, managed and hosted by UNEP-World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC), 31st January 2009. Please 
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WDPA
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Regional Data 
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Building WDPA Data PartnershipsBuilding WDPA Data Partnerships through 
Regional Initiatives



Collate data through regular updates

Build Interoperability between Protected Areas Databases

Build Capacity 

Provide open access to WDPA validation tools



WDPA DATA QUALITY ASSESSMENT & UPDATES 2009
Quality Assessment

High Quality

Medium Quality

Low Quality



WDPA Completeness
• The WDPA hosts protected area information for every country in the world

Boundary data Core Attribute Fields Currency

94% of Core Attributes Completed

Site Name (69%)
Country (100%)
Designation (>99%)
Status (>99%) 
Designation (>95%)
IUCN Category (72%) 
Documented Total Area (100%)
Documented Marine Area (90%)

68 % of sites 

have a boundary

83% of sites 

are current to 

within 5 years

86.5% to 

within 10 

years



More on Completeness
• 98% 145, 378 National Sites 

• 68% Polygons

• Means only 2% of the Database is representing 
International Designations



International Conventions
• World Heritage Sites: 890 listed as of 12/2009

– WDPA: 21% boundaries (190 boundaries & 22 point)

• UNESCO MAB Sites: 533 listed as of 11/2009 
– WDPA: 26% boundaries (140 boundaries & 390 point locations)

• Wetlands International Ramsar Sites: 1,869 as of 12/2009
– WDPA: 40% boundaries (728 boundaries & 976 points)

• Barcelona Convention Sites: 
– WDPA: (6 polygons & 15 points)

• ASEAN Heritage: 35 Sites as of 11/2009
– WDPA: 77% boundaries (27 polygons & 0 points)



So what are we doing about it?

 New Content Officer responsible for coordination of 
NGOs, International Conventions and Proteus Partnership

 Second Content Officer responsible for coordination of UN 
List & national partners

 Memorandums of Understanding for Data Exchange

Ramsar Secretariat 
2010:  MOU for WHS in 2010
Then more regional initiatives: 

– MOU with the CARTS underway



WDPA Enhancement highlights

• Launched wdpa-marine.org
• Monthly delivery- 20 times quicker
• Launched IABIN website
• Improved the mapping and search on the 

wdpa.org
• Developed commenting and wiki for (launch 

next year)



wdpa.org



wdpa-marine.org



iabin.org



WDPA usage

50,000 users last year
7,000 people registered
10,000 downloads



A world where biodiversity counts

www.unep-wcmc.org


