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Welcome & Introduction 

Jon Hutton 

Director UNEP-WCMC
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Plotting the course of the UNEP-WCMC Marine 
Programme

Steve Fletcher

Head of Marine Programme UNEP-WCMC
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Plotting the course of the UNEP-WCMC Marine Programme

Dr Steve Fletcher, Head of Marine Programme, UNEP-WCMC
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Algarve, Portugal.

“The 'blue' economy represents roughly 5.4 million jobs and 
generates a gross added value of almost €500 billion a year. 
However, further growth is possible in a number of areas” 
(European Commission 2012).
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International, European and English 
legislation protecting the marine 
environment 
(Boyes and Elliott, 2014).
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UNEP-WCMC Marine Programme

Aim:    To put biodiversity at the heart of marine decision-making.

Through:

1. Collating, analysing and interpreting information about marine biodiversity, 
and sharing this in engaging, innovative and useful ways. 

2. Strengthening  the capacity of others to manage marine biodiversity and 
ecosystem services effectively.

Synthesising

Sharing
Informing

Convening

Testing
Enabling

Scanning 
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Global Oceans
Biodiversity Data

Evidence compilation 
and analysis

Testing and refining 
marine decision-making

processes

Integration and 
communication
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Marine Spatial Planning

• MSP is the development context for the 
oceans.

• Global review of MSP practice to 
identify effective practices.

• Testing new approaches to MSP.

• Streamlining MSP decisions and data 
use.
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Biodiversity effects of marine infrastructure

• Net positive impact from individual and 
networks of marine structures.

• Biodiversity effects during construction, 
active life and decommissioning.

• Seeking linkages with MSP to support 
biodiversity conservation that generates 
societal benefits.
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Returning to port

Identify leverage points where reliable evidence would 
generate net positive impacts for biodiversity and 
industry…

1. What evidence syntheses would be useful?

2. What horizon scans would be useful?
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Contact Email:   steve.fletcher@unep-wcmc.org

Twitter: @drsfletcher
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OSPAR and environmental protection

Luisa Rodriguez Lucas

Deputy Secretary, OSPAR Commission / Bonn Agreement



www.ospar.org

Protecting and conserving the North-East Atlantic 
and its resources 

© IFREMER

Dr Luisa Rodriguez Lucas, Deputy Secretary
Proteus Annual Meeting (London, 9-10 June 2015)
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OSPAR Commission
16 Contracting Parties

• Belgium
• Denmark
• Finland
• France
• Germany
• Iceland
• Ireland
• Luxembourg
• The Netherlands
• Norway
• Portugal
• Spain
• Sweden
• Switzerland
• The United Kingdom
• European Union

OSPAR Maritime Area and Regions:
Region I: Arctic Waters
Region II: Greater North Sea 
Region III: Celtic Seas 
Region IV: Bay of Biscay/Iberian Coast 
Region V: Wider Atlantic



www.ospar.org
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OSPAR Convention

Guiding Principles
• Ecosystem Approach

• Precautionary Principle

• Polluter Pays principle

• Best Available Techniques (BAT) and Best 
Environmental Practices (BEP) 

Main Objectives
The Contracting Parties shall, in accordance with the
provisions of the Convention, take all possible steps to
prevent and eliminate pollution and shall take the
necessary measures to protect the maritime area
against the adverse effects of human activities so as
to safeguard human health and to conserve marine
ecosystems and, when practicable, restore marine areas
which have been adversely affected” (Article 1.a)
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OSPAR Strategy
The North-East Atlantic Environment Strategy

Part I: Implementing the Ecosystem Approach 

Part II: Thematic Strategies 

•Biological Diversity and Ecosystems
•Eutrophication 
•Hazardous Substances 
•Offshore Oil and Gas Industry
•Radioactive Substances

The Joint Assessment and Monitoring 
Programme (JAMP) 
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OSPAR Monitoring Programme: JAMP  
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Achievements: 35-year track record

Hazardous 
substances

Input of heavy metals reduced by 50-75%. Concentrations 
of heavy metals in sea reducing

Eutrophication Major problem in late 1980s, phosphorus inputs now down 
by 50%, nitrogen inputs down 12%

Radioactive 
discharges

National plans for reductions, discharges from nuclear 
plants radically reduced 1989-2004 (83% α-emitting 
substances/78%β-emitting substances)

Offshore oil and gas 
installations

Offshore windfarms

All aspects now regulated, environmental goals for reducing 
oil in produced water + chemical use

Agreement on licensing, guidance on site selection and 
construction

Marine biodiversity 
conservation

Ecological quality objectives for a healthy North Sea, List of 
threatened/declining species and habitats, MPA and marine 
spatial planning initiatives 

Monitoring and 
assessment

Comprehensive monitoring of substances. JAMP. QSR 
2010. 
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Oil
Other substances
• Heavy metals
• Alkyl phenols
• Radionuclides
• Chemicals  

Associated 
drilling fluids 
Oil 
Chemicals 

Drilling  and 
production 
activities
Chemicals 

What are the problems? 
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What has been done? 
Discharges of chemicals and oil 

Recommendation 2006/5 on a Management Regime for Offshore Cutting Piles 

Recommendation 2001/1 for the Management of Produced Water and Recommendation 2012/15 for a Risk-based Approach 

Decision 2000/3 on the use of Organic-Phase Drilling Fluids (OPF) and the discharge of OPF contaminated cuttings

Use of chemicals offshore  

Decision 2000/2 on a Harmonised Mandatory Control System for the Use and Reduction of the Discharge of Offshore 
Chemicals

Recommendation 2010/3 on a Harmonised Offshore Chemical Notification Format

Recommendation 2010/4 on a Harmonised Pre-screening Scheme for Offshore Chemicals

Decommissioning

Decision 98/3 on the Disposal of Disused Offshore Installations 

Environmental  Management 

Recommendation 2003/5 on the  Promotion of the Use and Implementation of EMS

OSPAR 2003: OSPAR Recommendation on MPAs 

Guidelines for the identification and selection of MPAs in the OSPAR maritime area 

Guidelines for the management of MPAs in the OSPAR maritime area 
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OSPAR: a network of marine protected areas in the 
North East Atlantic ocean (http:// carto.mpa.ospar.org) 
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OSPAR: a network of marine protected areas in the North 
East Atlantic ocean (http:// carto.mpa.ospar.org) 
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Thank you!
• Thank you!

• Questions? Secretariat@ospar.org

• Watch this space: www.ospar.org
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Contemporary thinking in Marine Spatial 
Planning

Hannah Thomas

Marine programme, UNEP-WCMC



Contemporary thinking in 
Marine Spatial Planning

Proteus Partners Meeting 2015

Hannah Thomas
Senior Programme Officer, Marine Programme UNEP-WCMC



An integrated framework for adaptively managing 
biodiversity and sustainable multi-sector resource use

10 June 2015 33Marine Spatial Planning

Marine or Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP)



MSP is becoming more frequently 
implemented around the world
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Global level support for MSP
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Aichi
biodiversity 

Target

…10% of coastal and marine areas conserved through 
effectively and equitably managed, ecologically representative 

and well-connected systems of protected areas and other 
effective area-based conservation measures, and integrated 

into the wider landscape and seascape

Marine spatial planning is 
essential to effective 
achievement of Aichi Target 11



Global level support for MSP
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CoP 11 (2012) Develop 
practical guidance and build 
capacity of countries to use 
marine spatial planning

Aichi
biodiversity 

Target

…10% of coastal and marine areas conserved through 
effectively and equitably managed, ecologically representative 

and well-connected systems of protected areas and other 
effective area-based conservation measures, and integrated 

into the wider landscape and seascape
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Global level support for MSP

A new paradigm for ocean management:

• Partnerships to ensure all levels of government, non-government organisations, 
industry and community groups work together

• A fully sustainable ocean, at least 30% of which has no extractive activities

• MPAs are integrated into the broader seascape and landscape through large-
scale marine management initiatives



Regional level support for MSP 
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Regional Seas Strategic Priorities 2013-2016 
MSP recommended as a tool for countries to apply 
ecosystem based management
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Regional level support for MSP 

GEF funding Large Marine Ecosystem

Agulhas Somali 
Current LME project 
(ASCLME) 
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MSP is a key tool for delivering Blue Growth initiatives

EC Directive establishes minimum common standards

Obligation for Member States to establish MSP by 2021

Regional level support for MSP 



National approaches to MSP: UK
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1) MPA network 2) Marine Planning



Sectoral support for MSP
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MSP facilitates the strategic 
placement of marine 
infrastructure 
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Advantages of MSP

• Ecosystem-based 

• Multi-sectoral

• Reduces conflicts

• Reduces planning uncertainty and 
encourages investment

• Improves coordination and communication

• Economies of scale 

• Adaptive



Refining MSP
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Improved understanding 

of the relationship 

between marine 

infrastructure and 

biodiversity 



Refining MSP
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Better incorporation of ecosystem services

• Understand their value

• Understand the trade-offs between them



Incorporating the effects of climate change
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Refining MSP



Refining MSP
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Transboundary

planning

Areas Beyond National 

Jurisdiction



Conclusions
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Marine Spatial Planning: 

• has increasing global, regional and national support as a valuable 
framework for sustainably managing resources

• can offer a wide range of benefits, such as conflict reduction; 
participatory decision making; increased planning certainty

To achieve its full potential, we need collectively to further explore:

• Benefits of marine infrastructure and co-location possibilities

• Ecosystem service valuation and trade-offs

• Effects of climate change

• Transboundary and ABNJ challenges
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Refining MSP
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Governance issues

• Establishing 

supporting legal 

frameworks 

• Ensuring institutional 

commitments

• Enabling transparent, 

participatory decision 

making



Refining MSP
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Understanding 

context specific 

enabling factors

• Government support 

• Strong stakeholder 

engagement

• Best available data

• Sustainable financing

• Human capacity
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Global level support for MSP

United Nations Post-2015 
Sustainable Development Goals


