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1980: 40,000 protected areas covering 7,000,000 km2

2009: 150,000 protected areas covering 18,000,000 km2

The Worlds Protected Areas
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Global Protected Area Coverage Over Time



WDPA 25 
years old

Today over 
150,000 
protected 
areas

Sites from 
govts, 
NGOs 
international 
conventions

A joint 
project of 
UNEP & 
IUCN 
managed by 
UNEP -
WCMC 

Only global 
inventory of 
the world’s 
protected 
areas

Foundation 
data layer 
for 
conservatio
n and 
private 
sector 
decision 
making

World Database on Protected Areas



WDPA as basis for measuring global 
protection and priority setting

All analyses summarised in Annual Report on Protected Areas, January 2008 and based on WDPA data

Global Ecoregion Protection. 
Published in Protected Areas 
Annual Report: UNEP-WCMC 
2008

Global analysis of the protection 
status of the world’s forests. 
Biological Conservation 2009

Toward representative 
protection of the world’s coasts 
and oceans—progress, gaps, 
and opportunities. Conservation 
Letters 2008

Working Toward High Seas 
Marine Protected Areas. An 
Assessment of Progress Made and 
Recommendations for Collaboration. 
UNEP-WCMC 2008



National Geographic



Old System
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Current
situation
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Future: More Regional delivery mechanisms



WDPA data flows

http://www.iabin.net/index.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:N%26SAmerica-pol.jpg
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.eikongraphia.com/wordpress/wp-content/wnf-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.eikongraphia.com/?p=401&h=585&w=429&sz=55&hl=en&start=1&um=1&usg=__1-SYr6WabjvON3RoAPOjF1mvReY=&tbnid=xNk_NN5OtemRSM:&altq=wwf+panda,&tbnh=135&tbnw=99&prev=/images?q=wwf+logo&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB285GB286&sa=N


WDPA data flows

http://www.iabin.net/index.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:N%26SAmerica-pol.jpg
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.eikongraphia.com/wordpress/wp-content/wnf-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.eikongraphia.com/?p=401&h=585&w=429&sz=55&hl=en&start=1&um=1&usg=__1-SYr6WabjvON3RoAPOjF1mvReY=&tbnid=xNk_NN5OtemRSM:&altq=wwf+panda,&tbnh=135&tbnw=99&prev=/images?q=wwf+logo&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB285GB286&sa=N


WDPA Completeness Assessment

Criteria:

1) How current (recent) is the data?

2) How many sites are polygons or points?

3) What is the quality (completeness) of 
boundary data (from GIS staff 
knowledge)

4) What is the quality (completeness) of 
attribute data (from GIS staff knowledge)

5) Which classes of PAs are included? 
National, private, community conserved, 
etc.
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Needs triple the current investment



June 2009



Improving WDPA Information

UNEP  World Conservation Monitoring Centre

Expert 
review

Verification

Validation



In 6 months…

Launch of WDPA-Marine

Launch of new WDPA overall

Expert review process started 
in Asia

Investigating new network for 
Africa

Restructuring of WDPA 
technology team

More engagement with IUCN

Greater engagement with 
Proteus and IBAT partners



Thank you!
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